The Southeastern Consortium for Substance Abuse Training: Advanced Practice Registered Nurses (SECSAT_APRN)

1. Program Description & Model

The Mercer SBIRT program––Southeastern Consortium for Substance Abuse Training: Advanced Practice Registered Nurses (SECSAT-APRN)––aims to equip master’s-level Advanced Practice Registered Nurse (APRN) students, faculty, and preceptors across eight individual institutions with the skills needed to provide evidence-based, culturally competent screening, brief intervention, brief treatment, and referral to specialty treatment for patients with unhealthy substance use. They also seek to promote the use of SBIRT in clinical practice through competency certification of trainees, instruction in billing and coding, regional dissemination workshops, and advocacy for advances in training and reimbursement. The SECSAT-APRN team will adapt SAMHSA’s comprehensive skills-based clinical curriculum for use by APRNs, utilize online modules to teach didactic content and focus in-person learning on skills practice. SECSAT-APRN faculty will oversee curriculum adaptations, conduct faculty development workshops, provide on-site support for key training modules and oversee on-site quality improvement. SBIRT site coordinators will receive faculty development training, integrate curriculum into existing courses, train preceptors to evaluate trainees’ SBIRT skills, and certify students who meet competency requirements. APRNs will receive training and tools for implementing SBIRT in their future practices. SBIRT dissemination will occur via regional workshops and entry of graduates into the workforce.
2. Special/Unique Features

This program consists of 8 different institutions: Armstrong Atlantic State University, Emory University, Georgia College and State University, Mercer University, University of North Georgia, South University, University of Alabama, Birmingham and Johns Hopkins University.  Training will be integrated across the trajectory of the student trainees’ APRN training. The range of APRN specialties is broad, including Family Nurse Practitioners, Adult Geriatric Nurse Practitioners, Adult Primary Care Nurse Practitioners, Pediatric Nurse Practitioners, Emergency Nurse Practitioners, and Women’s Nurse Practitioners. Program graduates will serve throughout the healthcare system in primary care, urgent care and emergency settings, hospitals, nursing homes, student health clinics, pediatric and adolescent health facilities, with the majority serving in primary care. Training of these individuals will diffuse SBIRT broadly across the healthcare system into primary care, acute care, chronic care, and hospital systems, serving patients from a wide variety of cultural backgrounds all across the lifespan.   

3.            Website URL (if applicable)

In the process of being updated to reflect APRN material:  www.sbirtonline.org
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