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Table 7.36C Past Year Initiation of Substance Use among Persons Aged 12 or Older: Standard Errors of Numbers in Thousands, 2002-2012 
Substance 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
ILLICIT DRUGS1,2 90   99   100   139   102   94   107   119   107   115   106   
     Marijuana and Hashish 70   70   81   121   79   77   89   79   93   97   96   
     Cocaine 61   56   65   50   60   57   52   47   57   48   48   
          Crack 44   36   29   30   31   72   34   15   20   14   16   
     Heroin 20   20   28   20   15   21   23   30   24   26   23   
     Hallucinogens 54   46   55   51   72   60   59   66   61   58   58   
          LSD 30   20   25   29   32   23   31   28   39   30   41   
          PCP 15   14   20   13   13   11   10   9   11   10   21   
          Ecstasy 68   44   47   46   68   53   58   68   56   59   60   
     Inhalants 43   44   43   47   41   47   44   48   51   47   42   
     Nonmedical Use of  
        Psychotherapeutics2,3 108   110   120   111   110   117   105   121   113   118   124   
          Pain Relievers 107   109   100   102   93   105   94   100   91   102   99   
               OxyContin® --   --   54   63   50   50   36   55   53   49   39   
          Tranquilizers 80   64   74   88   68   82   73   95   86   90   115   
          Stimulants2 49   57   70   48   69   50   48   56   52   59   62   
          Sedatives 33   38   43   40   46   29   32   29   46   29   29   
ILLICIT DRUGS OTHER 
THAN MARIJUANA1,2 97   103   100   112   102   107   104   119   109   109   104   
CIGARETTES 75   72   72   86   79   71   90   89   81   86   89   
     Daily Cigarette Use4 64   58   55   58   54   52   57   66   57   55   53   
SMOKELESS TOBACCO5 52   50   53   58   71   61   83   67   72   75   53   
CIGARS 103   99   112   113   104   107   105   121   120   143   108   
ALCOHOL 101   104   127   108   107   111   116   112   131   124   130   

*Low precision; no estimate reported. 
-- Not available. 
NOTE: Some 2006 to 2010 estimates may differ from previously published estimates due to updates (see Section B.3 in Appendix B of the Results from the 2012 National Survey on 

Drug Use and Health: National Findings). 
NOTE: Past Year Initiates are defined as persons who used the substance(s) for the first time in the 12 months prior to date of interview. 
1 Illicit Drugs include marijuana/hashish, cocaine (including crack), heroin, hallucinogens, inhalants, or prescription-type psychotherapeutics used nonmedically. Illicit Drugs Other 

Than Marijuana include cocaine (including crack), heroin, hallucinogens, inhalants, or prescription-type psychotherapeutics used nonmedically. 
2 Estimates in these designated rows do not include data from new methamphetamine initiation items added in 2007 or new methamphetamine use items added in 2005 and 2006.  
3 Nonmedical use of prescription-type psychotherapeutics includes the nonmedical use of pain relievers, tranquilizers, stimulants, or sedatives and does not include over-the-counter 

drugs. 
4 Daily Cigarette Use is defined as ever smoking every day for at least 30 days. 
5 Smokeless Tobacco includes chewing tobacco or snuff.  

Source:  SAMHSA, Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2002-2012. 
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Table 7.36D Past Year Initiation of Substance Use among Persons Aged 12 or Older: Standard Errors of Percentages, 2002-2012 
Substance 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
ILLICIT DRUGS1,2 0.04   0.04   0.04   0.06   0.04   0.04   0.04   0.05   0.04   0.04   0.04   
     Marijuana and Hashish 0.03   0.03   0.03   0.05   0.03   0.03   0.04   0.03   0.04   0.04   0.04   
     Cocaine 0.03   0.02   0.03   0.02   0.02   0.02   0.02   0.02   0.02   0.02   0.02   
          Crack 0.02   0.02   0.01   0.01   0.01   0.03   0.01   0.01   0.01   0.01   0.01   
     Heroin 0.01   0.01   0.01   0.01   0.01   0.01   0.01   0.01   0.01   0.01   0.01   
     Hallucinogens 0.02   0.02   0.02   0.02   0.03   0.02   0.02   0.03   0.02   0.02   0.02   
          LSD 0.01   0.01   0.01   0.01   0.01   0.01   0.01   0.01   0.02   0.01   0.02   
          PCP 0.01   0.01   0.01   0.01   0.01   0.00   0.00   0.00   0.00   0.00   0.01   
          Ecstasy 0.03   0.02   0.02   0.02   0.03   0.02   0.02   0.03   0.02   0.02   0.02   
     Inhalants 0.02   0.02   0.02   0.02   0.02   0.02   0.02   0.02   0.02   0.02   0.02   
     Nonmedical Use of  
        Psychotherapeutics2,3 0.05   0.05   0.05   0.05   0.04   0.05   0.04   0.05   0.04   0.05   0.05   
          Pain Relievers 0.05   0.05   0.04   0.04   0.04   0.04   0.04   0.04   0.04   0.04   0.04   
               OxyContin® --   --   0.02   0.03   0.02   0.02   0.01   0.02   0.02   0.02   0.01   
          Tranquilizers 0.03   0.03   0.03   0.04   0.03   0.03   0.03   0.04   0.03   0.03   0.04   
          Stimulants2 0.02   0.02   0.03   0.02   0.03   0.02   0.02   0.02   0.02   0.02   0.02   
          Sedatives 0.01   0.02   0.02   0.02   0.02   0.01   0.01   0.01   0.02   0.01   0.01   
ILLICIT DRUGS OTHER 
THAN MARIJUANA1,2 0.04   0.04   0.04   0.05   0.04   0.04   0.04   0.05   0.04   0.04   0.04   
CIGARETTES 0.03   0.03   0.03   0.04   0.03   0.03   0.04   0.04   0.03   0.03   0.03   
     Daily Cigarette Use4 0.03   0.02   0.02   0.02   0.02   0.02   0.02   0.03   0.02   0.02   0.02   
SMOKELESS TOBACCO5 0.02   0.02   0.02   0.02   0.03   0.02   0.03   0.03   0.03   0.03   0.02   
CIGARS 0.04   0.04   0.05   0.05   0.04   0.04   0.04   0.05   0.05   0.06   0.04   
ALCOHOL 0.04   0.04   0.05   0.04   0.04   0.04   0.05   0.04   0.05   0.05   0.05   

*Low precision; no estimate reported. 
-- Not available. 
NOTE: Some 2006 to 2010 estimates may differ from previously published estimates due to updates (see Section B.3 in Appendix B of the Results from the 2012 National Survey on 

Drug Use and Health: National Findings). 
NOTE: Past Year Initiates are defined as persons who used the substance(s) for the first time in the 12 months prior to date of interview. 
1 Illicit Drugs include marijuana/hashish, cocaine (including crack), heroin, hallucinogens, inhalants, or prescription-type psychotherapeutics used nonmedically. Illicit Drugs Other 

Than Marijuana include cocaine (including crack), heroin, hallucinogens, inhalants, or prescription-type psychotherapeutics used nonmedically. 
2 Estimates in these designated rows do not include data from new methamphetamine initiation items added in 2007 or new methamphetamine use items added in 2005 and 2006.  
3 Nonmedical use of prescription-type psychotherapeutics includes the nonmedical use of pain relievers, tranquilizers, stimulants, or sedatives and does not include over-the-counter 

drugs. 
4 Daily Cigarette Use is defined as ever smoking every day for at least 30 days. 
5 Smokeless Tobacco includes chewing tobacco or snuff.  

Source:  SAMHSA, Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2002-2012. 
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Table 7.36P Past Year Initiation of Substance Use among Persons Aged 12 or Older: P Values from Tests of Differences of Percentages, 2012 Versus 
2002-2011 

Substance 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
ILLICIT DRUGS1,2 0.7084   0.9557  0.4038  0.2219  0.6784  0.5858   0.3576  0.0307  0.2621  0.1393  
     Marijuana and Hashish 0.8036   0.0516  0.5269  0.4017  0.0900  0.1112   0.5363  0.6413  0.4677  0.0722  
     Cocaine 0.0000   0.0000  0.0000  0.0000  0.0000  0.0001   0.1158  0.9474  0.8043  0.5811  
          Crack 0.0000   0.0000  0.0000  0.0000  0.0000  0.0002   0.0006  0.5342  0.9661  0.7246  
     Heroin 0.4102   0.0840  0.4517  0.2044  0.0252  0.1676   0.2887  0.3451  0.7682  0.5047  
     Hallucinogens 0.0154   0.1749  0.4412  0.4997  0.2696  0.6432   0.2147  0.0066  0.0197  0.3590  
          LSD 0.3655   0.0000  0.0007  0.0011  0.0072  0.0032   0.9205  0.1711  0.5785  0.2326  
          PCP 0.0892   0.3442  0.4157  0.7495  0.4970  0.2003   0.1325  0.0570  0.0708  0.0707  
          Ecstasy 0.0000   0.0309  0.0067  0.0070  0.6482  0.5263   0.4700  0.0029  0.2061  0.4633  
     Inhalants 0.0000   0.0000  0.0000  0.0000  0.0000  0.0003   0.0024  0.0001  0.0005  0.0244  
     Nonmedical Use of  
        Psychotherapeutics2,3 0.0300   0.0290  0.0006  0.1600  0.0898  0.2166   0.2691  0.2122  0.8131  0.6327  
          Pain Relievers 0.0000   0.0000  0.0000  0.0027  0.0036  0.0108   0.0041  0.0069  0.1681  0.8546  
               OxyContin® --   --  0.0000  0.0136  0.0032  0.0010   0.0164  0.0006  0.0003  0.0588  
          Tranquilizers 0.4177   0.0588  0.2823  0.7302  0.0704  0.3489   0.0723  0.3287  0.2802  0.1572  
          Stimulants2 0.0216   0.2284  0.0646  0.8379  0.0183  0.9627   0.5334  0.5042  0.6776  0.9973  
          Sedatives 0.1660   0.3629  0.0882  0.0629  0.0407  0.3237   0.5881  0.5280  0.0954  0.8956  
ILLICIT DRUGS OTHER 
THAN MARIJUANA1,2 0.0431   0.1455  0.0232  0.0092  0.0234  0.3063   0.0535  0.0176  0.1976  0.7927  
CIGARETTES 0.1164   0.1623  0.7291  0.4061  0.0345  0.9661   0.0894  0.0242  0.2885  0.5025  
     Daily Cigarette Use4 0.0001   0.0000  0.0000  0.0017  0.0000  0.0006   0.0097  0.0000  0.0090  0.1455  
SMOKELESS TOBACCO5 0.4870   0.8081  0.2850  0.0099  0.0000  0.0000   0.0000  0.0000  0.0000  0.0007  
CIGARS 0.0016   0.0315  0.0001  0.0000  0.0002  0.0003   0.0170  0.0006  0.0301  0.3710  
ALCOHOL 0.1809   0.4774  0.3866  0.9120  0.8275  0.2885   0.7396  0.4851  0.2870  0.3780  

*Low precision; no estimate reported. 
-- Not available. 
NOTE: Some 2006 to 2010 estimates used in the comparisons may differ from previously published estimates due to updates (see Section B.3 in Appendix B of the Results from the 

2012 National Survey on Drug Use and Health: National Findings). 
NOTE: Past Year Initiates are defined as persons who used the substance(s) for the first time in the 12 months prior to date of interview. 
1 Illicit Drugs include marijuana/hashish, cocaine (including crack), heroin, hallucinogens, inhalants, or prescription-type psychotherapeutics used nonmedically. Illicit Drugs Other 

Than Marijuana include cocaine (including crack), heroin, hallucinogens, inhalants, or prescription-type psychotherapeutics used nonmedically. 
2 Estimates in these designated rows do not include data from new methamphetamine initiation items added in 2007 or new methamphetamine use items added in 2005 and 2006.  
3 Nonmedical use of prescription-type psychotherapeutics includes the nonmedical use of pain relievers, tranquilizers, stimulants, or sedatives and does not include over-the-counter 

drugs. 
4 Daily Cigarette Use is defined as ever smoking every day for at least 30 days. 
5 Smokeless Tobacco includes chewing tobacco or snuff.  

Source:  SAMHSA, Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2002-2012.
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Table 7.37C Past Year Initiation of Illicit Drugs and First Drug Initiated in the Past Year among Persons Aged 12 or Older Who Initiated Illicit Drug 
Use in the Past Year: Standard Errors of Numbers in Thousands, 2002-2012 

 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
PAST YEAR INITIATION 
OF ILLICIT DRUGS1,2 91   100   99   139   102   94   109   118   109   116   106   

FIRST DRUG INITIATED3            

     Marijuana and Hashish 58   60   67   116   67   64   75   69   80   88   83   

     Cocaine 10   8   31   7   11   6   9   4   2   3   3   

          Crack *   *   *   1   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   

     Heroin 1   1   1   *   0   *   3   2   2   2   2   

     Hallucinogens 14   13   11   13   23   11   21   16   16   17   12   

          LSD 1   4   1   2   4   2   2   1   1   2   1   

          PCP 2   0   1   1   5   *   1   0   2   3   5   

          Ecstasy 11   10   8   6   21   6   7   10   11   14   6   

     Inhalants 19   30   23   28   22   24   23   25   23   21   20   

     Nonmedical Use of 
         Psychotherapeutics2,4 60   68   67   73   67   64   68   90   70   64   57   

          Pain Relievers 50   60   55   54   55   44   60   50   43   53   45   

               OxyContin® --   --   1   5   1   2   3   9   8   18   4   

          Tranquilizers 14   19   27   43   27   37   25   71   29   26   23   

          Stimulants2 15   21   22   13   21   25   18   11   33   17   23   

          Sedatives 25   15   10   22   16   11   8   15   29   16   16   

     Illicit Drugs Other Than 
        Marijuana1,2 67   79   76   80   74   70   76   95   75   70   61   

*Low precision; no estimate reported. 
-- Not available. 
NOTE: Some 2006 to 2010 estimates may differ from previously published estimates due to updates (see Section B.3 in Appendix B of the Results from the 2012 National Survey on 

Drug Use and Health: National Findings). 
NOTE: Past Year Initiates are defined as persons who used the substance(s) for the first time in the 12 months prior to date of interview. 
1 Illicit Drugs include marijuana/hashish, cocaine (including crack), heroin, hallucinogens, inhalants, or prescription-type psychotherapeutics used nonmedically. Illicit Drugs Other 

Than Marijuana include cocaine (including crack), heroin, hallucinogens, inhalants, or prescription-type psychotherapeutics used nonmedically. 
2 Estimates in these designated rows do not include data from new methamphetamine initiation items added in 2007 or new methamphetamine use items added in 2005 and 2006.  
3 First Drug Initiated is based on imputation-revised month and year and imputed day of first use for each drug. Respondents may be counted in more than one drug category if they 

reported initiating multiple drugs on the same day the first time they used drugs. Also, several drugs listed are subcategories of other drugs, and will have the same start date. 
Therefore, the sum of the estimates for the first drug or drugs initiated may not equal the total estimates for past year initiates.  

4 Nonmedical use of prescription-type psychotherapeutics includes the nonmedical use of pain relievers, tranquilizers, stimulants, and sedatives and does not include over-the-
counter drugs. 

Source:  SAMHSA, Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2002-2012. 
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Table 7.37D Past Year Initiation of Illicit Drugs and First Drug Initiated in the Past Year among Persons Aged 12 or Older Who Initiated Illicit Drug 
Use in the Past Year: Standard Errors of Percentages, 2002-2012 

 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
PAST YEAR INITIATION 
OF ILLICIT DRUGS1,2 0.00   0.00   0.00   0.00   0.00   0.00   0.00   0.00   0.00   0.00   0.00   

FIRST DRUG INITIATED3            

     Marijuana and Hashish 1.67   1.93   1.87   2.39   1.77   1.82   1.80   1.98   1.87   1.73   1.65   

     Cocaine 0.38   0.29   1.10   0.26   0.40   0.21   0.32   0.13   0.08   0.09   0.09   

          Crack *   *   *   0.04   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   

     Heroin 0.02   0.02   0.03   *   0.01   *   0.09   0.08   0.08   0.06   0.05   

     Hallucinogens 0.54   0.50   0.40   0.45   0.79   0.40   0.71   0.51   0.53   0.55   0.42   

          LSD 0.02   0.17   0.05   0.06   0.14   0.08   0.06   0.02   0.05   0.06   0.04   

          PCP 0.06   0.01   0.05   0.02   0.16   *   0.02   0.01   0.06   0.11   0.18   

          Ecstasy 0.42   0.38   0.30   0.21   0.73   0.21   0.25   0.31   0.36   0.46   0.22   

     Inhalants 0.69   1.09   0.83   0.94   0.78   0.87   0.81   0.79   0.77   0.70   0.69   

     Nonmedical Use of 
         Psychotherapeutics2,4 1.70   1.98   1.93   2.23   1.85   1.87   1.83   2.15   1.91   1.71   1.62   

          Pain Relievers 1.52   1.90   1.70   1.77   1.69   1.47   1.74   1.43   1.30   1.55   1.40   

               OxyContin® --   --   0.05   0.18   0.03   0.08   0.09   0.28   0.27   0.59   0.14   

          Tranquilizers 0.54   0.72   0.95   1.42   0.95   1.31   0.85   2.09   0.94   0.82   0.78   

          Stimulants2 0.54   0.77   0.77   0.46   0.74   0.92   0.62   0.34   1.08   0.53   0.76   

          Sedatives 0.91   0.58   0.35   0.74   0.57   0.41   0.27   0.48   0.94   0.51   0.54   

     Illicit Drugs Other Than 
        Marijuana1,2 1.67   1.93   1.87   2.39   1.77   1.82   1.80   1.98   1.88   1.73   1.65   

*Low precision; no estimate reported. 
-- Not available. 
NOTE: Some 2006 to 2010 estimates may differ from previously published estimates due to updates (see Section B.3 in Appendix B of the Results from the 2012 National Survey on 

Drug Use and Health: National Findings). 
NOTE: Past Year Initiates are defined as persons who used the substance(s) for the first time in the 12 months prior to date of interview. 
1 Illicit Drugs include marijuana/hashish, cocaine (including crack), heroin, hallucinogens, inhalants, or prescription-type psychotherapeutics used nonmedically. Illicit Drugs Other 

Than Marijuana include cocaine (including crack), heroin, hallucinogens, inhalants, or prescription-type psychotherapeutics used nonmedically. 
2 Estimates in these designated rows do not include data from new methamphetamine initiation items added in 2007 or new methamphetamine use items added in 2005 and 2006.  
3 First Drug Initiated is based on imputation-revised month and year and imputed day of first use for each drug. Respondents may be counted in more than one drug category if they 

reported initiating multiple drugs on the same day the first time they used drugs. Also, several drugs listed are subcategories of other drugs, and will have the same start date. 
Therefore, the sum of the estimates for the first drug or drugs initiated may not equal the total estimates for past year initiates.  

4 Nonmedical use of prescription-type psychotherapeutics includes the nonmedical use of pain relievers, tranquilizers, stimulants, and sedatives and does not include over-the-
counter drugs. 

Source:  SAMHSA, Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2002-2012. 



130404 

Table 7.37P Past Year Initiation of Illicit Drugs and First Drug Initiated in the Past Year among Persons Aged 12 or Older Who Initiated Illicit Drug 
Use in the Past Year: P Values from Tests of Differences of Percentages, 2012 Versus 2002-2011 

 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
PAST YEAR INITIATION 
OF ILLICIT DRUGS1,2 N/A   N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A   N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  

FIRST DRUG INITIATED3   

     Marijuana and Hashish 0.0029   0.0001  0.0000  0.0002  0.0000  0.0002   0.0005  0.0134  0.1616  0.4162  

     Cocaine 0.0114   0.0328  0.1988  0.0014  0.0072  0.0381   0.0288  0.3938  0.9073  0.5981  

          Crack *   *  *  *  *  *   *  *  *  *  

     Heroin 0.5064   0.5053  0.6801  *  0.4102  *   0.5153  0.5790  0.8469  0.9870  

     Hallucinogens 0.0504   0.5110  0.9632  0.5956  0.1402  0.9012   0.1521  0.8640  0.1376  0.2490  

          LSD 0.6620   0.3825  0.9354  0.9187  0.2846  0.2800   0.7117  0.5550  0.6705  0.6456  

          PCP 0.6209   0.3755  0.4747  0.3814  0.5598  *   0.3785  0.3444  0.5760  0.7308  

          Ecstasy 0.0083   0.1101  0.4988  0.7722  0.2046  0.6809   0.3946  0.5053  0.1291  0.1809  

     Inhalants 0.0026   0.0000  0.0000  0.0000  0.0008  0.0001   0.0011  0.0006  0.0099  0.2118  

     Nonmedical Use of 
         Psychotherapeutics2,4 0.4005   0.3749  0.0381  0.0705  0.0232  0.0683   0.1657  0.3458  0.9710  0.0778  

          Pain Relievers 0.1759   0.2307  0.0082  0.1138  0.0221  0.3058   0.0141  0.9507  0.8847  0.1630  

               OxyContin® --   --  0.0479  0.7058  0.0417  0.1098   0.4105  0.1997  0.6001  0.3210  

          Tranquilizers 0.0803   0.4564  0.8762  0.1992  0.9409  0.1176   0.4347  0.0470  0.6979  0.9016  

          Stimulants2 0.8622   0.8046  0.9429  0.2154  0.6551  0.7145   0.5490  0.0481  0.3781  0.2573  

          Sedatives 0.3455   0.9693  0.5924  0.5923  0.9328  0.7136   0.4193  0.6144  0.5906  0.8525  

     Illicit Drugs Other Than 
        Marijuana1,2 0.0026   0.0001  0.0000  0.0002  0.0000  0.0001   0.0005  0.0133  0.1381  0.4151  

*Low precision; no estimate reported. 
N/A:  Not applicable. 
-- Not available. 
NOTE: Some 2006 to 2010 estimates used in the comparisons may differ from previously published estimates due to updates (see Section B.3 in Appendix B of the Results from the 

2012 National Survey on Drug Use and Health: National Findings). 
NOTE: Past Year Initiates are defined as persons who used the substance(s) for the first time in the 12 months prior to date of interview. 
1 Illicit Drugs include marijuana/hashish, cocaine (including crack), heroin, hallucinogens, inhalants, or prescription-type psychotherapeutics used nonmedically. Illicit Drugs Other 

Than Marijuana include cocaine (including crack), heroin, hallucinogens, inhalants, or prescription-type psychotherapeutics used nonmedically. 
2 Estimates in these designated rows do not include data from new methamphetamine initiation items added in 2007 or new methamphetamine use items added in 2005 and 2006.  
3 First Drug Initiated is based on imputation-revised month and year and imputed day of first use for each drug. Respondents may be counted in more than one drug category if they 

reported initiating multiple drugs on the same day the first time they used drugs. Also, several drugs listed are subcategories of other drugs, and will have the same start date. 
Therefore, the sum of the estimates for the first drug or drugs initiated may not equal the total estimates for past year initiates.  

4 Nonmedical use of prescription-type psychotherapeutics includes the nonmedical use of pain relievers, tranquilizers, stimulants, and sedatives and does not include over-the-
counter drugs. 

Source:  SAMHSA, Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2002-2012.
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Table 7.38D Past Year Initiation of Nonmedical Methamphetamine Use among Persons Aged 12 or Older and Those at Risk for Initiation and Mean 
Age at First Use among Past Year Initiates Aged 12 or Older Who Used Methamphetamine Nonmedically, by Demographic 
Characteristics: Standard Errors of Numbers in Thousands and Percentages, 2002-2012 

Estimate Type/Demographic 
Characteristic 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
NUMBER OF PAST YEAR 
INITIATES (1,000s)  
Total 31  35  35  21  42  20  16  26  16  20  27  
Gender 
     Male 22  26  21  17  17  12  10  14  10  12  20  
     Female 20  24  29  14  39  16  13  22  14  15  19  
PERCENTAGE OF PAST YEAR 
INITIATES AMONG TOTAL 
POPULATION  
Total 0.01  0.01  0.01  0.01  0.02  0.01  0.01  0.01  0.01  0.01  0.01  
Gender 
     Male 0.02  0.02  0.02  0.01  0.01  0.01  0.01  0.01  0.01  0.01  0.02  
     Female 0.02  0.02  0.02  0.01  0.03  0.01  0.01  0.02  0.01  0.01  0.01  
PERCENTAGE OF PAST YEAR 
INITIATES AMONG PERSONS 
AT RISK FOR INITIATION1  
Total 0.01  0.02  0.02  0.01  0.02  0.01  0.01  0.01  0.01  0.01  0.01  
Gender 
     Male 0.02  0.02  0.02  0.01  0.01  0.01  0.01  0.01  0.01  0.01  0.02  
     Female 0.02  0.02  0.02  0.01  0.03  0.01  0.01  0.02  0.01  0.01  0.01  
MEAN AGE AT FIRST USE 
AMONG PAST YEAR INITIATES  
Total 0.66  1.04  1.59  0.73  2.14  1.18  0.90  0.94  0.81  0.86  0.79  
     Age 12-49 0.66  1.04  0.83  0.73  2.14  1.18  0.90  0.94  0.81  0.86  0.79  
Gender/Age 
     Male 0.73  1.44  0.88  0.89  1.05  2.77  1.20  0.99  0.66  1.52  0.69  
          12-49 0.73  1.44  0.88  0.89  1.05  2.77  1.20  0.99  0.66  1.52  0.69  
     Female 1.04  1.51  2.69  1.18  2.98  1.03  1.26  1.58  1.31  0.95  1.42  
          12-49 1.04  1.51  1.36  1.18  2.98  1.03  1.26  1.58  1.31  0.95  1.42  

*Low precision; no estimate reported. 
NOTE: Some 2006 to 2010 estimates may differ from previously published estimates due to updates (see Section B.3 in Appendix B of the Results from the 2012 National Survey on 

Drug Use and Health: National Findings). 
NOTE: Past Year Initiates are defined as persons who used the substance(s) for the first time in the 12 months prior to date of interview. 
NOTE: Estimates in this table do not include data from new methamphetamine initiation items added in 2007 or new methamphetamine use items added in 2005 and 2006. 
1 At Risk for Initiation is defined as persons who did not use the substance(s) in their lifetime or used the substance(s) for the first time in the past year. 

Source:  SAMHSA, Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2002-2012. 
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Table 7.38P Past Year Initiation of Nonmedical Methamphetamine Use among Persons Aged 12 or Older and Those at Risk for Initiation and Mean 
Age at First Use among Past Year Initiates Aged 12 or Older Who Used Methamphetamine Nonmedically, by Demographic 
Characteristics: P Values from Tests of Differences of Percentages, 2012 Versus 2002-2011 

Estimate Type/Demographic 
Characteristic 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
NUMBER OF PAST YEAR 
INITIATES (1,000s)  
Total N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A  
Gender  
     Male N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A  
     Female N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A  
PERCENTAGE OF PAST YEAR 
INITIATES AMONG TOTAL 
POPULATION  
Total 0.0000  0.0015  0.0000  0.0387  0.0093  0.3665  0.3169  0.4699  0.4649  0.9587  
Gender 
     Male 0.0058  0.0360  0.0056  0.2023  0.3612  0.5788  0.2512  0.8340  0.3479  0.4920  
     Female 0.0001  0.0147  0.0004  0.0998  0.0102  0.0743  0.7863  0.4490  0.9241  0.4775  
PERCENTAGE OF PAST YEAR 
INITIATES AMONG PERSONS 
AT RISK FOR INITIATION1  
Total 0.0000  0.0012  0.0000  0.0363  0.0085  0.3537  0.3226  0.4610  0.4743  0.9598  
Gender 
     Male 0.0048  0.0325  0.0049  0.1960  0.3441  0.5869  0.2529  0.8266  0.3522  0.4913  
     Female 0.0001  0.0133  0.0004  0.0958  0.0098  0.0706  0.7952  0.4429  0.9336  0.4781  
MEAN AGE AT FIRST USE 
AMONG PAST YEAR INITIATES  
Total 0.4167  0.6169  0.1867  0.3051  0.2624  0.8277  0.6980  0.7579  0.4158  0.1030  
     Age 12-49 0.4167  0.6169  0.4523  0.3051  0.2624  0.8277  0.6980  0.7579  0.4158  0.1030  
Gender/Age 
     Male 0.6471  0.7922  0.2587  0.7297  0.8184  0.8344  0.8336  0.8523  0.2405  0.6929  
          12-49 0.6471  0.7922  0.2587  0.7297  0.8184  0.8344  0.8336  0.8523  0.2405  0.6929  
     Female 0.4890  0.6762  0.3028  0.3145  0.2824  0.6009  0.5551  0.6410  0.6659  0.1017  
          12-49 0.4890  0.6762  0.8192  0.3145  0.2824  0.6009  0.5551  0.6410  0.6659  0.1017  

*Low precision; no estimate reported. 
N/A:  Not applicable. 
NOTE: Some 2006 to 2010 estimates used in the comparisons may differ from previously published estimates due to updates (see Section B.3 in Appendix B of the Results from the 

2012 National Survey on Drug Use and Health: National Findings). 
NOTE: Past Year Initiates are defined as persons who used the substance(s) for the first time in the 12 months prior to date of interview. 
NOTE: Estimates in this table do not include data from new methamphetamine initiation items added in 2007 or new methamphetamine use items added in 2005 and 2006. 
1 At Risk for Initiation is defined as persons who did not use the substance(s) in their lifetime or used the substance(s) for the first time in the past year. 

Source:  SAMHSA, Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2002-2012.   
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Table 7.39D Standard Errors of Mean Age at First Use among Past Year Initiates of Substance Use Aged 12 to 49: 2002-2012 
Substance 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
ILLICIT DRUGS1,2 0.39   0.26   0.34   0.39   0.42   0.37   0.40   0.20   0.50   0.39   0.34   
     Marijuana and Hashish 0.19   0.14   0.21   0.22   0.21   0.34   0.35   0.13   0.48   0.18   0.32   
     Cocaine 0.33   0.36   0.45   0.38   0.51   0.52   0.44   0.42   0.96   0.47   0.32   
          Crack 1.35   1.01   1.35   1.28   1.47   2.54   1.68   0.66   2.45   1.05   1.03   
     Heroin 2.51   1.36   2.53   1.55   1.51   1.23   3.18   1.40   1.05   1.22   1.18   
     Hallucinogens 0.39   0.31   0.57   0.42   0.67   0.45   0.34   0.31   0.21   0.30   0.28   
          LSD 0.49   0.32   0.71   0.78   0.72   0.29   0.31   0.21   0.40   0.27   0.44   
          PCP 0.27   0.49   1.17   0.40   0.61   0.51   0.63   0.80   0.57   0.94   0.50   
          Ecstasy 0.63   0.50   0.61   0.73   0.76   0.57   0.61   0.39   0.44   0.44   0.42   
     Inhalants 0.17   0.26   0.29   0.34   0.24   0.54   0.25   0.67   0.35   0.33   0.32   
     Nonmedical Use of  
        Psychotherapeutics2,3 0.50   0.48   0.40   0.52   0.56   0.52   0.51   0.42   0.56   0.60   0.54   
          Pain Relievers 0.50   0.45   0.42   0.47   0.57   0.45   0.48   0.45   0.45   0.72   0.58   
               OxyContin® --   --   0.97   1.11   0.94   1.26   1.07   1.27   0.97   1.36   1.40   
          Tranquilizers 0.69   0.77   0.75   0.84   0.62   0.67   0.77   0.63   0.74   0.83   0.55   
          Stimulants2 0.51   0.96   0.62   0.64   1.16   1.09   0.80   0.72   1.27   0.88   1.13   
          Sedatives 2.34   2.43   1.89   1.58   1.78   1.54   1.75   1.02   2.01   1.83   2.02   
ILLICIT DRUGS OTHER 
THAN MARIJUANA1,2 0.43   0.41   0.37   0.47   0.49   0.43   0.44   0.33   0.48   0.49   0.44   
CIGARETTES 0.30   0.26   0.19   0.33   0.21   0.12   0.26   0.25   0.21   0.13   0.23   
     Daily Cigarette Use4 0.72   0.62   0.40   0.71   0.53   0.45   0.78   0.69   0.34   0.44   0.51   
SMOKELESS TOBACCO5 0.64   0.40   0.47   0.45   0.51   0.29   0.49   0.42   0.51   0.60   0.45   
CIGARS 0.50   0.45   0.37   0.45   0.42   0.42   0.38   0.44   0.37   0.33   0.38   
ALCOHOL 0.19   0.10   0.12   0.11   0.11   0.13   0.16   0.13   0.16   0.13   0.19   

*Low precision; no estimate reported. 
-- Not available. 
NOTE: Some 2006 to 2010 estimates may differ from previously published estimates due to updates (see Section B.3 in Appendix B of the Results from the 2012 National Survey on 

Drug Use and Health: National Findings). 
NOTE: Past Year Initiates are defined as persons who used the substance(s) for the first time in the 12 months prior to date of interview. 
1 Illicit Drugs include marijuana/hashish, cocaine (including crack), heroin, hallucinogens, inhalants, or prescription-type psychotherapeutics used nonmedically. Illicit Drugs Other 

Than Marijuana include cocaine (including crack), heroin, hallucinogens, inhalants, or prescription-type psychotherapeutics used nonmedically.  
2 Estimates in these designated rows do not include data from new methamphetamine initiation items added in 2007 or new methamphetamine use items added in 2005 and 2006. 
3 Nonmedical use of prescription-type psychotherapeutics includes the nonmedical use of pain relievers, tranquilizers, stimulants, or sedatives and does not include over-the-counter 

drugs. 
4 Daily Cigarette Use is defined as ever smoking every day for at least 30 days. 
5 Smokeless Tobacco includes chewing tobacco or snuff.  

Source:  SAMHSA, Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2002-2012.  



130404 

Table 7.39P P Values from Tests of Differences of Mean Age at First Use among Past Year Initiates of Substance Use Aged 12 to 49: 2012 Versus 2002-
2011 

Substance 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
ILLICIT DRUGS1,2 0.1065   0.0040   0.2462   0.9267   0.5772   0.1437   0.8466   0.0038   0.5495   0.2853    
     Marijuana and Hashish 0.0113   0.0014   0.0452   0.1856   0.2024   0.4790   0.8186   0.0116   0.3616   0.2636    
     Cocaine 0.5656   0.6914   0.9726   0.4549   0.6319   0.7480   0.7441   0.8847   0.2505   0.9644    
          Crack 0.0089   0.3903   0.4259   0.0841   0.2068   0.0009   0.0009   0.9409   0.1097   0.8607    
     Heroin 0.4594   0.2272   0.6182   0.6785   0.2242   0.4665   0.8932   0.2215   0.2890   0.5768    
     Hallucinogens 0.2780   0.0063   0.5628   0.5117   0.3828   0.8626   0.2743   0.6938   0.0293   0.4263    
          LSD 0.0135   0.0011   0.4401   0.4313   0.6295   0.1381   0.2409   0.1656   0.9868   0.4382    
          PCP 0.3539   0.2402   0.0626   0.9009   0.7667   0.7818   0.4174   0.8270   0.1663   0.2442    
          Ecstasy 0.2236   0.3889   0.3070   0.6134   0.7001   0.9628   0.9864   0.9348   0.1723   0.2333    
     Inhalants 0.0057   0.0351   0.0554   0.0985   0.0030   0.6722   0.0184   0.9967   0.2259   0.2858    
     Nonmedical Use of  
        Psychotherapeutics2,3 0.0328   0.0705   0.0732   0.3389   0.9812   0.1655   0.2475   0.0054   0.5182   0.5326    
          Pain Relievers 0.0585   0.1003   0.0580   0.1571   0.6880   0.1648   0.1407   0.0404   0.0760   0.5964    
               OxyContin® --   --   0.6201   0.5092   0.7387   0.3091   0.8561   0.8896   0.6593   0.6816    
          Tranquilizers 0.8773   0.3398   0.4248   0.0425   0.6544   0.3134   0.4396   0.1493   0.2554   0.3645    
          Stimulants2 0.0191   0.6611   0.0993   0.1206   0.6011   0.8952   0.5303   0.6360   0.5936   0.9472    
          Sedatives 0.9103   0.1146   0.3297   0.1900   0.9103   0.4365   0.0850   0.0038   0.3314   0.1182    
ILLICIT DRUGS OTHER 
THAN MARIJUANA1,2 0.0161   0.0041   0.0185   0.2571   0.4327   0.0549   0.1935   0.0007   0.1603   0.0977    
CIGARETTES 0.0190   0.0058   0.0002   0.1756   0.0131   0.0004   0.1636   0.3236   0.1058   0.0102    
     Daily Cigarette Use4 1.0000   0.8813   0.0945   0.7845   0.1546   0.3163   0.8601   0.3528   0.2017   0.2359    
SMOKELESS TOBACCO5 0.7230   0.2839   0.9921   0.4801   0.7308   0.1228   0.9144   0.8959   0.4389   0.1745    
CIGARS 0.0390   0.7139   0.5589   0.2177   0.2895   0.9683   0.3336   0.7560   0.9749   0.0695    
ALCOHOL 0.0028   0.0000   0.0000   0.0000   0.0003   0.0167   0.1015   0.0388   0.3436   0.1688    

*Low precision; no estimate reported. 
-- Not available. 
NOTE: Some 2006 to 2010 estimates used in the comparisons may differ from previously published estimates due to updates (see Section B.3 in Appendix B of the Results from the 

2012 National Survey on Drug Use and Health: National Findings). 
NOTE: Past Year Initiates are defined as persons who used the substance(s) for the first time in the 12 months prior to date of interview. 
1 Illicit Drugs include marijuana/hashish, cocaine (including crack), heroin, hallucinogens, inhalants, or prescription-type psychotherapeutics used nonmedically. Illicit Drugs Other 

Than Marijuana include cocaine (including crack), heroin, hallucinogens, inhalants, or prescription-type psychotherapeutics used nonmedically.  
2 Estimates in these designated rows do not include data from new methamphetamine initiation items added in 2007 or new methamphetamine use items added in 2005 and 2006. 
3 Nonmedical use of prescription-type psychotherapeutics includes the nonmedical use of pain relievers, tranquilizers, stimulants, or sedatives and does not include over-the-counter 

drugs. 
4 Daily Cigarette Use is defined as ever smoking every day for at least 30 days. 
5 Smokeless Tobacco includes chewing tobacco or snuff.  

Source:  SAMHSA, Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2002-2012. 
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