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Table 4.5B Past Year Initiation of Substance Use among Persons Aged 12 or Older, Persons Aged 12 or Older At Risk for Initiation of Substance Use, 
and Past Year Substance Users Aged 12 or Older: Numbers in Thousands and Percentages, 2010 and 2011 

Substance 

NUMBER OF PAST YEAR 
INITIATES (1,000s) 

PERCENTAGE OF PAST 
YEAR INITIATES AMONG  

TOTAL POPULATION 

PERCENTAGE OF PAST 
YEAR INITIATES 

AMONG PERSONS AT 
RISK FOR INITIATION1 

PERCENTAGE OF PAST 
YEAR INITIATES 

AMONG PAST YEAR 
USERS 

2010 2011 2010 2011 2010 2011 2010 2011 
ILLICIT DRUGS2,3 2,982   3,083   1.2   1.2   2.2   2.2   7.7   8.1   
     Marijuana and Hashish 2,439   2,617   1.0   1.0   1.6   1.7   8.3   8.8   
     Cocaine 642   670   0.3   0.3   0.3   0.3   14.2   17.4   
          Crack 83   76   0.0   0.0   0.0   0.0   9.4   12.1   
     Heroin 142   178   0.1   0.1   0.1   0.1   22.9   28.7   
     Hallucinogens 1,240   1,137   0.5   0.4   0.6   0.5   27.3   27.9   
          LSD 381   358   0.2   0.1   0.2   0.2   43.2   40.7   
          PCP 46   48   0.0   0.0   0.0   0.0   *   *   
          Ecstasy 949   922   0.4   0.4   0.4   0.4   35.8   38.1   
     Inhalants 800   719   0.3   0.3   0.3   0.3   39.0   38.6   
     Nonmedical Use of  
        Psychotherapeutics3,4 2,428   2,346   1.0   0.9   1.2   1.1   15.2   16.1   
          Pain Relievers 2,013   1,888   0.8   0.7   0.9   0.8   16.4   16.9   
               OxyContin® 600   483   0.2   0.2   0.2   0.2   31.9   29.7   
          Tranquilizers 1,244   1,204   0.5   0.5   0.5   0.5   22.3   23.6   
          Stimulants3 626   670   0.2   0.3   0.3   0.3   23.2   27.0   
          Sedatives 253   159   0.1   0.1   0.1   0.1   27.9   30.3   
ILLICIT DRUGS OTHER 
THAN MARIJUANA2,3 2,667   2,553   1.1   1.0   1.5   1.4   12.9   13.5   
CIGARETTES 2,403   2,394   0.9   0.9   2.6   2.4   3.5   3.6   
     Daily Cigarette Use5 962   878   0.4   0.3   0.6   0.5   --   --   
SMOKELESS TOBACCO6 1,425   1,297   0.6   0.5   0.7   0.6   11.5   11.0   
CIGARS 2,950   2,800   1.2   1.1   1.8   1.6   11.3   11.2   
ALCOHOL 4,675   4,699   1.8   1.8   9.5   9.3   2.8   2.8   
*Low precision; no estimate reported. 
-- Not available. 
NOTE: Some 2010 estimates may differ from previously published estimates due to updates (see Section B.3 in Appendix B of the Results from the 2011 National Survey on 

Drug Use and Health: National Findings). 
NOTE:  Past Year Initiates are defined as persons who used the substance(s) for the first time in the 12 months prior to date of interview. 
a Difference between estimate and 2011 estimate is statistically significant at the 0.05 level. 
b Difference between estimate and 2011 estimate is statistically significant at the 0.01 level. 
1 At Risk for Initiation is defined as persons who did not use the substance(s) in their lifetime or used the substance(s) for the first time in the past year. 
2 Illicit Drugs include marijuana/hashish, cocaine (including crack), heroin, hallucinogens, inhalants, or prescription-type psychotherapeutics used nonmedically. Illicit Drugs 

Other Than Marijuana include cocaine (including crack), heroin, hallucinogens, inhalants, or prescription-type psychotherapeutics used nonmedically.  
3 Estimates in these designated rows do not include data from new methamphetamine initiation items added in 2007 or new methamphetamine use items added in 2005 and 2006. 
4 Nonmedical use of prescription-type psychotherapeutics includes the nonmedical use of pain relievers, tranquilizers, stimulants, or sedatives and does not include over-the-

counter drugs. 
5 Daily Cigarette Use is defined as ever smoking every day for at least 30 days. 
6 Smokeless Tobacco includes chewing tobacco or snuff. 
Source:  SAMHSA, Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2010 and 2011. 
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Table 4.6B Past Year Initiation of Substance Use among Persons Aged 12 to 17, Persons Aged 12 to 17 At Risk for Initiation of Substance Use, and Past 
Year Substance Users Aged 12 to 17: Numbers in Thousands and Percentages, 2010 and 2011 

Substance 

NUMBER OF PAST YEAR 
INITIATES (1,000s) 

PERCENTAGE OF PAST 
YEAR INITIATES AMONG  

TOTAL POPULATION 

PERCENTAGE OF PAST 
YEAR INITIATES 

AMONG PERSONS AT 
RISK FOR INITIATION1 

PERCENTAGE OF PAST 
YEAR INITIATES 

AMONG PAST YEAR 
USERS 

2010 2011 2010 2011 2010 2011 2010 2011 
ILLICIT DRUGS2,3 1,530   1,577   6.3   6.3   7.8   7.8   32.3   33.3   
     Marijuana and Hashish 1,274   1,375   5.2   5.5   5.9   6.3   37.3   38.7   
     Cocaine 156   146   0.6   0.6   0.6   0.6   65.2   64.0   
          Crack 14   19   0.1   0.1   0.1   0.1   *   *   
     Heroin 23   38   0.1   0.2   0.1   0.2   *   *   
     Hallucinogens 498   419   2.0a  1.7   2.1a  1.7   66.7   64.6   
          LSD 100   123   0.4   0.5   0.4   0.5   73.9   77.4   
          PCP 22   29   0.1   0.1   0.1   0.1   *   *   
          Ecstasy 324   300   1.3   1.2   1.3   1.2   69.7   71.6   
     Inhalants 516   463   2.1   1.9   2.3   2.0   58.3   56.5   
     Nonmedical Use of  
        Psychotherapeutics3,4 783   753   3.2   3.0   3.5   3.2   43.1   43.2   
          Pain Relievers 748   671   3.1   2.7   3.3   2.9   49.2   45.2   
               OxyContin® 159   145   0.7   0.6   0.7   0.6   67.8   66.4   
          Tranquilizers 237   298   1.0   1.2   1.0   1.2   50.9b  62.8   
          Stimulants3 190   169   0.8   0.7   0.8   0.7   60.5   59.2   
          Sedatives 65   54   0.3   0.2   0.3   0.2   *   *   
ILLICIT DRUGS OTHER 
THAN MARIJUANA2,3 1,102   1,016   4.5   4.1   5.2   4.6   40.0   39.6   
CIGARETTES 1,205   1,165   4.9   4.7   5.9   5.5   34.8   35.5   
     Daily Cigarette Use5 286   268   1.2   1.1   1.2   1.1   --   --   
SMOKELESS TOBACCO6 572   508   2.3   2.0   2.5   2.1   47.1   45.1   
CIGARS 940   969   3.9   3.9   4.2   4.2   49.9   49.9   
ALCOHOL 2,476   2,622   10.2   10.5   13.6   13.8   35.5a  37.8   
*Low precision; no estimate reported. 
-- Not available. 
NOTE: Some 2010 estimates may differ from previously published estimates due to updates (see Section B.3 in Appendix B of the Results from the 2011 National Survey on 

Drug Use and Health: National Findings). 
NOTE:  Past Year Initiates are defined as persons who used the substance(s) for the first time in the 12 months prior to date of interview. 
a Difference between estimate and 2011 estimate is statistically significant at the 0.05 level. 
b Difference between estimate and 2011 estimate is statistically significant at the 0.01 level. 
1 At Risk for Initiation is defined as persons who did not use the substance(s) in their lifetime or used the substance(s) for the first time in the past year. 
2 Illicit Drugs include marijuana/hashish, cocaine (including crack), heroin, hallucinogens, inhalants, or prescription-type psychotherapeutics used nonmedically. Illicit Drugs 

Other Than Marijuana include cocaine (including crack), heroin, hallucinogens, inhalants, or prescription-type psychotherapeutics used nonmedically.  
3 Estimates in these designated rows do not include data from new methamphetamine initiation items added in 2007 or new methamphetamine use items added in 2005 and 2006. 
4 Nonmedical use of prescription-type psychotherapeutics includes the nonmedical use of pain relievers, tranquilizers, stimulants, or sedatives and does not include over-the-

counter drugs. 
5 Daily Cigarette Use is defined as ever smoking every day for at least 30 days. 
6 Smokeless Tobacco includes chewing tobacco or snuff. 
Source:  SAMHSA, Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2010 and 2011. 
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Table 4.7B Past Year Initiation of Substance Use among Persons Aged 18 to 25, Persons Aged 18 to 25 At Risk for Initiation of Substance Use, and Past 
Year Substance Users Aged 18 to 25: Numbers in Thousands and Percentages, 2010 and 2011 

Substance 

NUMBER OF PAST YEAR 
INITIATES (1,000s) 

PERCENTAGE OF PAST 
YEAR INITIATES AMONG  

TOTAL POPULATION 

PERCENTAGE OF PAST 
YEAR INITIATES 

AMONG PERSONS AT 
RISK FOR INITIATION1 

PERCENTAGE OF PAST 
YEAR INITIATES 

AMONG PAST YEAR 
USERS 

2010 2011 2010 2011 2010 2011 2010 2011 
ILLICIT DRUGS2,3 995   1,137   2.9   3.3   6.4   7.2   8.3   9.4   
     Marijuana and Hashish 918   1,060   2.7   3.1   5.3   6.0   9.0   10.0   
     Cocaine 372a  467   1.1   1.4   1.2   1.5   23.4a  29.9   
          Crack 39   40   0.1   0.1   0.1   0.1   21.5   *   
     Heroin 83   100   0.2   0.3   0.2   0.3   39.1   43.6   
     Hallucinogens 691   644   2.0   1.9   2.4   2.2   28.3   27.7   
          LSD 261   222   0.8   0.6   0.8   0.7   47.5   37.8   
          PCP 24   18   0.1   0.1   0.1   0.1   *   *   
          Ecstasy 543   501   1.6   1.5   1.8   1.6   36.2   35.5   
     Inhalants 225   220   0.7   0.6   0.7   0.7   37.8   43.9   
     Nonmedical Use of  
        Psychotherapeutics3,4 882   919   2.6   2.7   3.5   3.5   18.2a  21.2   
          Pain Relievers 736   701   2.2   2.0   2.8   2.6   19.5   20.9   
               OxyContin® 241   190   0.7   0.6   0.7   0.6   32.0   30.3   
          Tranquilizers 507   442   1.5   1.3   1.7   1.4   28.1   28.4   
          Stimulants3 327   315   1.0   0.9   1.1   1.0   27.6   31.6   
          Sedatives 80   49   0.2   0.1   0.2   0.1   48.1   *   
ILLICIT DRUGS OTHER 
THAN MARIJUANA2,3 1,018   1,040   3.0   3.0   4.5   4.4   15.9   17.4   
CIGARETTES 1,120   1,156   3.3   3.4   8.0   8.0   7.6   8.0   
     Daily Cigarette Use5 599   525   1.8   1.5   2.4   2.1   --   --   
SMOKELESS TOBACCO6 652   599   1.9   1.7   2.4   2.1   18.3   18.6   
CIGARS 1,388   1,238   4.1   3.6   6.5a  5.6   17.9   16.4   
ALCOHOL 2,008   1,971   5.9   5.7   29.1   26.7   7.5   7.5   
*Low precision; no estimate reported. 
-- Not available. 
NOTE: Some 2010 estimates may differ from previously published estimates due to updates (see Section B.3 in Appendix B of the Results from the 2011 National Survey on 

Drug Use and Health: National Findings). 
NOTE:  Past Year Initiates are defined as persons who used the substance(s) for the first time in the 12 months prior to date of interview. 
a Difference between estimate and 2011 estimate is statistically significant at the 0.05 level. 
b Difference between estimate and 2011 estimate is statistically significant at the 0.01 level. 
1 At Risk for Initiation is defined as persons who did not use the substance(s) in their lifetime or used the substance(s) for the first time in the past year. 
2 Illicit Drugs include marijuana/hashish, cocaine (including crack), heroin, hallucinogens, inhalants, or prescription-type psychotherapeutics used nonmedically. Illicit Drugs 

Other Than Marijuana include cocaine (including crack), heroin, hallucinogens, inhalants, or prescription-type psychotherapeutics used nonmedically.  
3 Estimates in these designated rows do not include data from new methamphetamine initiation items added in 2007 or new methamphetamine use items added in 2005 and 2006. 
4 Nonmedical use of prescription-type psychotherapeutics includes the nonmedical use of pain relievers, tranquilizers, stimulants, or sedatives and does not include over-the-

counter drugs. 
5 Daily Cigarette Use is defined as ever smoking every day for at least 30 days. 
6 Smokeless Tobacco includes chewing tobacco or snuff. 
Source:  SAMHSA, Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2010 and 2011. 
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Table 4.8B Past Year Initiation of Substance Use among Persons Aged 26 or Older, Persons Aged 26 or Older At Risk for Initiation of Substance Use, 
and Past Year Substance Users Aged 26 or Older: Numbers in Thousands and Percentages, 2010 and 2011 

Substance 

NUMBER OF PAST YEAR 
INITIATES (1,000s) 

PERCENTAGE OF PAST 
YEAR INITIATES AMONG  

TOTAL POPULATION 

PERCENTAGE OF PAST 
YEAR INITIATES 

AMONG PERSONS AT 
RISK FOR INITIATION1 

PERCENTAGE OF PAST 
YEAR INITIATES 

AMONG PAST YEAR 
USERS 

2010 2011 2010 2011 2010 2011 2010 2011 
ILLICIT DRUGS2,3 457   368   0.2   0.2   0.4   0.4   2.1   1.7   
     Marijuana and Hashish 247   182   0.1   0.1   0.2   0.2   1.6   1.2   
     Cocaine 114   56   0.1   0.0   0.1   0.0   4.2   2.7   
          Crack 30   17   0.0   0.0   0.0   0.0   *   *   
     Heroin 37   40   0.0   0.0   0.0   0.0   *   *   
     Hallucinogens 51   75   0.0   0.0   0.0   0.0   3.8   6.8   
          LSD 20   13   0.0   0.0   0.0   0.0   *   *   
          PCP *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   
          Ecstasy 82   120   0.0   0.1   0.0   0.1   11.9   *   
     Inhalants 58   37   0.0   0.0   0.0   0.0   *   *   
     Nonmedical Use of  
        Psychotherapeutics3,4 763   674   0.4   0.3   0.5   0.4   8.2   7.9   
          Pain Relievers 529   516   0.3   0.3   0.3   0.3   7.6   8.2   
               OxyContin® 200   147   0.1   0.1   0.1   0.1   22.4   18.9   
          Tranquilizers 499   464   0.3   0.2   0.3   0.3   15.1   15.1   
          Stimulants3 108   185   0.1   0.1   0.1   0.1   9.0   15.5   
          Sedatives 108   56   0.1   0.0   0.1   0.0   *   *   
ILLICIT DRUGS OTHER 
THAN MARIJUANA2,3 547   497   0.3   0.3   0.4   0.4   4.8   4.8   
CIGARETTES 78   73   0.0   0.0   0.1   0.1   0.2   0.1   
     Daily Cigarette Use5 77   85   0.0   0.0   0.1   0.1   --   --   
SMOKELESS TOBACCO6 202   190   0.1   0.1   0.1   0.1   2.7   2.6   
CIGARS 622   593   0.3   0.3   0.5   0.5   3.8   3.8   
ALCOHOL 191   106   0.1   0.1   0.8   0.4   0.1   0.1   
*Low precision; no estimate reported. 
-- Not available. 
NOTE: Some 2010 estimates may differ from previously published estimates due to updates (see Section B.3 in Appendix B of the Results from the 2011 National Survey on 

Drug Use and Health: National Findings). 
NOTE:  Past Year Initiates are defined as persons who used the substance(s) for the first time in the 12 months prior to date of interview. 
a Difference between estimate and 2011 estimate is statistically significant at the 0.05 level. 
b Difference between estimate and 2011 estimate is statistically significant at the 0.01 level. 
1 At Risk for Initiation is defined as persons who did not use the substance(s) in their lifetime or used the substance(s) for the first time in the past year. 
2 Illicit Drugs include marijuana/hashish, cocaine (including crack), heroin, hallucinogens, inhalants, or prescription-type psychotherapeutics used nonmedically. Illicit Drugs 

Other Than Marijuana include cocaine (including crack), heroin, hallucinogens, inhalants, or prescription-type psychotherapeutics used nonmedically.  
3 Estimates in these designated rows do not include data from new methamphetamine initiation items added in 2007 or new methamphetamine use items added in 2005 and 2006. 
4 Nonmedical use of prescription-type psychotherapeutics includes the nonmedical use of pain relievers, tranquilizers, stimulants, or sedatives and does not include over-the-

counter drugs. 
5 Daily Cigarette Use is defined as ever smoking every day for at least 30 days. 
6 Smokeless Tobacco includes chewing tobacco or snuff. 
Source:  SAMHSA, Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2010 and 2011. 
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