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Instrumentation Protocol Changes 
The 2017 National Survey on Drug Use and Health (NSDUH) instrumentation protocols 

underwent several modifications from the protocols employed for the 2016 NSDUH. A summary 
of the changes for the 2017 NSDUH can be divided into three topics: (1) the computer-assisted 
interviewing (CAI) tablet screening instrument, (2) the CAI questionnaire, and (3) the 
interviewer materials. 

1. Screening Instrument

Using the 2016 Screening Application as a base, questions, response options, and
informed consent wording were modified for the 2017 Screening Application. Listed below are 
the Screening Application changes for 2017: 

English and Spanish 

• As necessary, dates were updated in the screening program.

• In the Select Case Screen Options, the program was revised to display the selection
“All ROC type records” instead of defaulting to the selection “Screening records
only” on the Call Distribution screen.

• In the Select Case Screen Options, the program was revised to display “CANNOT
REOPEN CASE” as a pop-up for cases coded 22 (All Military).

• On the Edit Roster Record pop-up, which is accessed from the Verify Roster Data
screen, the program was revised to display the roster member age.

• On the Eligible Member pop-up, which is accessed from the Members 12 or Older
screen, the program was revised to remove an unnecessary repetition of the phrase
“Confirm Response.”

Spanish Only 

• In the HU Screening & GQU Screening, the Occupancy question was revised from
“Vivió” to “Ha vivido” to match the equivalent question used on the main survey.

• In the HU Screening, the Relation question was revised from “Tia(o)” to “Tio(a)” to
be consistent with other relationships where the feminine form (a) is listed in
parentheses.

• In the GQU Screening, the word “Incluyendose” was revised to “Incluyéndose” to
include the required accent on the Total GQU members screen.

2. CAI Questionnaire

Using the 2016 CAI Questionnaire as a base, questions and routing were modified for the
2017 CAI Questionnaire. Listed below are the CAI Questionnaire changes for 2017: 
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Introduction 

• The CAI version number was updated. 

Core Demographics 

• The response options were updated to ALL CAPS in QD12 to be consistent with the 
formatting of other interviewer-administered response options in the NSDUH CAI. 

Alcohol 

• The ALC30USE variable was edited so that respondents who reported use of alcohol 
on 0 days in the past month are not asked to report misuse of prescription drugs with 
alcohol in the past 30 days. ALC30USE was moved from the Definitions for Use in 
Consumption of Alcohol module to the Alcohol module. 

Pain Relievers Main Module 

• Text used in PRANYOTH was added to PRYOTH to remind respondents not to 
include over-the-counter (OTC) medications. 

Stimulants Main Module 

• Text used in STANYOTH was added to STYOTH to remind respondents not to 
include OTC medications. 

Sedatives Main Module 

• Text used in SVANYOTH was added to SVYOTH to remind respondents not to 
include OTC medications. 

Definitions for Use in the Drugs Module 

• The definition of ALC12MON was corrected so that only respondents reporting 
drinking on more than 5 days in the past month on a previous consistency check item 
have ALC12MON set to a value of 3. 

Health 

• The range of acceptable response options for the age at first diagnosis questions 
(HLTH27, HLTH28a-HLTH28cc, HLTH30, HLTH32-HLTH37, HLTH39, and 
HLTH41) was edited to change the lower bound from 0 to 1 to match the instruction 
“If you were first diagnosed before you were 1 year old, please enter 1.” 

Definitions for Use in Consumption of Alcohol Module 

• The ALC30USE definition was deleted from this module. A note was added that 
ALC30USE is now defined in the Alcohol module. 
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Education 

• Two new categorical follow-up questions, QD20DKRE and QD21DKRE, were added 
to collect data from those who respond DK or REF to QD20 and QD21, respectively. 

Health Insurance 

• Medicaid and CHIP names (QHI02 and QHI02v, respectively) were updated to reflect 
annual state program name changes. Acronyms for program names were removed 
from parentheses. 

Income 

• In QI01N, “persons” was edited to “people” to be consistent with similar questions in 
the CAI. 

• TANF names in QI08N were updated to reflect annual state program name changes. 
Acronyms for program names were removed from parentheses. 

• In the interview note in QI20N, QI21A, and QI21B, “persons” was edited to “people” 
to be consistent with similar questions in the CAI. 

Verification 

• Brackets were deleted from interviewer instructions in TOALLR3I to be consistent 
with the formatting of other interviewer instructions. The interviewer instruction was 
rephrased to be more readable on screen. 

• A reminder for field interviewers to retrieve their Yubikey before leaving the selected 
dwelling unit was added to THANKR2. 

Copies of the 2017 Screener Specifications and CAI Questionnaire can be found in 
Section 4, Screening Specifications, and Section 5, Questionnaires, in the 2017 NSDUH 
Methodological Resource Book. 

3. Interviewer Materials 

The 2017 interviewer materials and protocols for using those materials were based on the 
2016 interviewer materials and protocols. In addition to minor wording revisions and year 
updates (2016 to 2017), the following changes were made to the 2017 interviewer materials: 

• The Quality Control Form included the updated survey year and the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) expiration date. The Quality Control Forms were 
printed on lavender-colored paper. 

• The Lead Letter included updated expiration dates in the FI ID badge image. 
• The Study Description included the updated survey year and OMB expiration date. 

• The Doorperson Letter included updated expiration dates in the FI ID badge image. 
• The Summary of Questionnaire included the updated survey year. 
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• The Newspaper Article handout included new articles featuring information on 
substance use in the United States and alcohol and marijuana use among college 
students. 

• The NSDUH Respondent Website content included minor text updates and the 
updated survey year. The NSDUH in the News web page was updated with links to 
recent articles and reports, and a video containing footage from the most recent 
NSDUH press conference was added. 

• Two CBHSQ Data Spotlights were added to the interviewer materials for use with 
respondents: 

– Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality. (2016, July 14). One-third of 
young adults with any mental illness received mental health services in the past 
year. The CBHSQ Report. Retrieved from https://www.samhsa.gov/ 

– Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality. (2016, March 16). One in ten 
older adolescents are current smokers. The CBHSQ Report. Retrieved from 
https://www.samhsa.gov/ 

• The Showcard Booklet underwent several updates for 2017, in addition to updating 
the survey year: 

– The English and Spanish Showcards were placed into separate sections of the 
booklet to make it easier to locate the correct showcard and reduce the possibility 
of providing a showcard in the incorrect language. 

– The Lead Letter, Study Description, and Summary of the Questionnaire were 
removed because interviewers have paper copies to use with respondents. 

– In the Job Aids section, the Steps to Maximize Data Quality section was replaced 
by the Screening and Interview Task List. The Informed Consent Reference 
Guide was updated to include use of the Parental Introductory script on the tablet 
to obtain permission to speak with youth respondents. The Interview Process and 
Equipment Maintenance Checklist was updated to include the use of the Yubikey 
with the laptop. Instructions for using the FI Manual on the laptop were added to 
the Quick Reference Guide. 

• The NSDUH Highlights were updated to reflect the 2015 study results. 
• The SAMHSA Authorization letter included the updated survey year. 

• The Interview Incentive Receipt included the updated survey year. 

Copies of the 2017 interviewer materials can be found in Section 7, Written 
Communication, in the 2017 NSDUH Methodological Resource Book. 

https://www.samhsa.gov/
https://www.samhsa.gov/

	Instrumentation Protocol Changes
	1. Screening Instrument
	2. CAI Questionnaire
	3. Interviewer Materials




