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Table 8.60C Had Serious Thoughts of Suicide, Made Any Suicide Plans, or Attempted Suicide in Past Year among Persons Aged 18 or Older, by Type 
of Illicit Drug Use in Past Year and Alcohol Use in Past Year and Past Month: Standard Errors of Numbers in Thousands, 2017 and 2018 

Substance 

Had Serious 
Thoughts of  

Suicide 
(2017) 

Had Serious 
Thoughts of  

Suicide 
(2018) 

Made Any  
Suicide Plans1 

(2017) 

Made Any  
Suicide Plans1 

(2018) 

Attempted  
Suicide1 

(2017) 

Attempted  
Suicide1 

(2018) 
TOTAL 289   282   148   155   97   101   
ILLICIT DRUGS 194   194   106   108   66   76   
     Marijuana 165   167   87   92   57   70   
     Cocaine 80   81   46   45   41   32   
          Crack 50   41   24   28   22   23   
     Heroin 43   40   24   25   13   19   
     Hallucinogens 66   78   41   43   29   27   
          LSD 40   54   25   33   17   18   
          PCP *   *   *   *   *   *   
          Ecstasy 47   52   29   29   19   20   
     Inhalants 37   38   22   21   18   11   
     Methamphetamine 49   60   35   42   27   32   
     Misuse of Psychotherapeutics 133   136   74   74   46   46   
          Pain Relievers 113   110   66   64   40   40   
          Stimulants 70   73   41   37   24   21   
          Tranquilizers or Sedatives 88   87   48   49   34   35   
               Tranquilizers 76   83   43   48   34   34   
               Sedatives 53   37   32   21   24   16   
               Benzodiazepines 75   81   43   46   34   34   
     Opioids  118   114   71   67   40   44   
     Illicit Drugs Other Than Marijuana2 155   151   91   83   57   54   
PAST YEAR ALCOHOL 256   265   124   137   68   83   
PAST YEAR ALCOHOL OR ILLICIT DRUGS 272   270   136   142   77   87   
PAST YEAR ALCOHOL AND ILLICIT DRUGS 176   185   92   100   54   72   
PAST MONTH ALCOHOL 220   224   113   115   60   66   
     Binge Alcohol Use3 160   150   89   80   48   54   
          Heavy Alcohol Use 98   92   47   52   33   34   

* = low precision; -- = not available; da = does not apply; nc = not comparable due to methodological changes; nr = not reported due to measurement issues. 
NOTE: Respondents with unknown suicide information were excluded. 
1 Respondents were asked whether they made any suicide plans or attempted suicide in the past 12 months only if they had serious thoughts of suicide in the past 12 months. Respondents who had no 

suicide thoughts were categorized as not making any suicide plans and not attempting suicide in the past 12 months.   
2 Illicit Drugs Other Than Marijuana excludes respondents who used only marijuana but includes those who used marijuana in addition to other illicit drugs. 
3 Estimates of binge alcohol use include use by those who were heavy alcohol users. 
Definitions:  Measures and terms are defined in Appendix A. 
Source:  SAMHSA, Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2017 and 2018. 
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Table 8.60D Had Serious Thoughts of Suicide, Made Any Suicide Plans, or Attempted Suicide in Past Year among Persons Aged 18 or Older, by Type 
of Illicit Drug Use in Past Year and Alcohol Use in Past Year and Past Month: Standard Errors of Percentages, 2017 and 2018 

Substance 

Had Serious 
Thoughts of  

Suicide 
(2017) 

Had Serious 
Thoughts of  

Suicide 
(2018) 

Made Any  
Suicide Plans1 

(2017) 

Made Any  
Suicide Plans1 

(2018) 

Attempted  
Suicide1 

(2017) 

Attempted  
Suicide1 

(2018) 
TOTAL 0.12   0.11   0.06   0.06   0.04   0.04   
ILLICIT DRUGS 0.39   0.36   0.22   0.21   0.14   0.16   
     Marijuana 0.42   0.37   0.23   0.22   0.15   0.17   
     Cocaine 1.35   1.38   0.79   0.81   0.71   0.61   
          Crack 4.91   4.75   2.59   3.51   2.42   2.90   
     Heroin 4.20   4.92   2.66   3.09   1.46   2.31   
     Hallucinogens 1.30   1.29   0.88   0.79   0.63   0.51   
          LSD 1.85   2.14   1.22   1.48   0.84   0.87   
          PCP *   *   *   *   *   *   
          Ecstasy 1.82   1.94   1.20   1.15   0.81   0.85   
     Inhalants 2.78   2.71   1.78   1.52   1.53   0.82   
     Methamphetamine 2.87   2.89   2.10   2.17   1.66   1.70   
     Misuse of Psychotherapeutics 0.73   0.78   0.43   0.46   0.27   0.29   
          Pain Relievers 0.99   1.10   0.62   0.67   0.39   0.43   
          Stimulants 1.21   1.35   0.75   0.75   0.45   0.44   
          Tranquilizers or Sedatives 1.29   1.36   0.75   0.82   0.54   0.59   
               Tranquilizers 1.26   1.44   0.76   0.89   0.61   0.64   
               Sedatives 3.70   3.39   2.44   2.05   1.84   1.58   
               Benzodiazepines 1.33   1.50   0.79   0.91   0.64   0.67   
     Opioids  1.01   1.10   0.65   0.69   0.38   0.46   
     Illicit Drugs Other Than Marijuana2 0.65   0.64   0.40   0.37   0.25   0.25   
PAST YEAR ALCOHOL 0.14   0.14   0.07   0.08   0.04   0.05   
PAST YEAR ALCOHOL OR ILLICIT DRUGS 0.15   0.14   0.08   0.08   0.04   0.05   
PAST YEAR ALCOHOL AND ILLICIT DRUGS 0.40   0.38   0.22   0.22   0.13   0.16   
PAST MONTH ALCOHOL 0.16   0.15   0.08   0.08   0.04   0.05   
     Binge Alcohol Use3 0.24   0.22   0.14   0.12   0.08   0.08   
          Heavy Alcohol Use 0.58   0.55   0.29   0.31   0.20   0.21   

* = low precision; -- = not available; da = does not apply; nc = not comparable due to methodological changes; nr = not reported due to measurement issues. 
NOTE: Respondents with unknown suicide information were excluded. 
1 Respondents were asked whether they made any suicide plans or attempted suicide in the past 12 months only if they had serious thoughts of suicide in the past 12 months. Respondents who had no 

suicide thoughts were categorized as not making any suicide plans and not attempting suicide in the past 12 months.   
2 Illicit Drugs Other Than Marijuana excludes respondents who used only marijuana but includes those who used marijuana in addition to other illicit drugs. 
3 Estimates of binge alcohol use include use by those who were heavy alcohol users. 
Definitions:  Measures and terms are defined in Appendix A. 
Source:  SAMHSA, Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2017 and 2018. 
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Table 8.60P Had Serious Thoughts of Suicide, Made Any Suicide Plans, or Attempted Suicide in Past Year among Persons Aged 18 or Older, by Type 
of Illicit Drug Use in Past Year and Alcohol Use in Past Year and Past Month: P Values from Tests of Differences of Percentages, 2018 
Versus 2017 

Substance 

Had Serious 
Thoughts of  

Suicide 
(2017) 

Had Serious 
Thoughts of  

Suicide 
(2018) 

Made Any  
Suicide Plans1 

(2017) 

Made Any  
Suicide Plans1 

(2018) 

Attempted  
Suicide1 

(2017) 

Attempted  
Suicide1 

(2018) 
TOTAL 0.9377    0.6434    0.7475    
ILLICIT DRUGS 0.1339    0.7784    0.5291    
     Marijuana 0.0618    0.6716    0.4767    
     Cocaine 0.0707    0.2278    0.7324    
          Crack 0.8240    0.2298    0.5946    
     Heroin 0.7180    0.4744    0.2736    
     Hallucinogens 0.3266    0.7432    0.3673    
          LSD 0.1522    0.7165    0.8288    
          PCP *    *    *    
          Ecstasy 0.6279    0.6855    0.5439    
     Inhalants 0.8921    1.0000    0.4042    
     Methamphetamine 0.4241    0.4263    0.8717    
     Misuse of Psychotherapeutics 0.0808    0.4386    0.7349    
          Pain Relievers 0.4363    0.7429    0.9724    
          Stimulants 0.0957    0.6850    0.7717    
          Tranquilizers or Sedatives 0.1673    0.3462    0.5890    
               Tranquilizers 0.1302    0.1772    0.5670    
               Sedatives 0.8864    0.4320    0.7128    
               Benzodiazepines 0.1743    0.2236    0.6393    
     Opioids  0.4209    0.6144    0.5471    
     Illicit Drugs Other Than Marijuana2 0.0559    0.8888    0.8663    
PAST YEAR ALCOHOL 0.5516    0.5764    0.3145    
PAST YEAR ALCOHOL OR ILLICIT DRUGS 0.7707    0.7062    0.6313    
PAST YEAR ALCOHOL AND ILLICIT DRUGS 0.0496    0.6267    0.2183    
PAST MONTH ALCOHOL 0.7630    0.7991    0.3877    
     Binge Alcohol Use3 0.8033    0.8103    0.6354    
          Heavy Alcohol Use 0.5067    0.2364    0.3422    

* = low precision; -- = not available; da = does not apply; nc = not comparable due to methodological changes; nr = not reported due to measurement issues. 
NOTE: Respondents with unknown suicide information were excluded. 
1 Respondents were asked whether they made any suicide plans or attempted suicide in the past 12 months only if they had serious thoughts of suicide in the past 12 months. Respondents who had no 

suicide thoughts were categorized as not making any suicide plans and not attempting suicide in the past 12 months.   
2 Illicit Drugs Other Than Marijuana excludes respondents who used only marijuana but includes those who used marijuana in addition to other illicit drugs. 
3 Estimates of binge alcohol use that are used in the comparisons include use by those who were heavy alcohol users. 
Definitions:  Measures and terms are defined in Appendix A. 
Source:  SAMHSA, Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2017 and 2018. 




