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Table 6.17A Illicit Drug Use, Tobacco Product Use, Nicotine Vaping, Alcohol Use, and Other Substance Use in Lifetime: Among People Aged 12 or 
Older; by Age Group, Numbers in Thousands, 2019 and 2020 

Substance 
Aged 12+ 

(2019) 
Aged 12+ 

(2020) 
Aged 12-17 

(2019) 
Aged 12-17 

(2020) 
Aged 18+ 

(2019) 
Aged 18+ 

(2020) 
Aged 18-25 

(2019) 
Aged 18-25 

(2020) 
Aged 26+ 

(2019) 
Aged 26+ 

(2020) 
GENERAL SUBSTANCES            
     Illicit Drugs, Tobacco Products, or 
        Alcohol 233,013   231,538   9,284   8,054   223,729   223,484   28,259   26,936   195,470   196,548   
     Illicit Drugs or Alcohol 226,914   225,990   8,891   7,715   218,022   218,274   27,563   26,348   190,459   191,926   
     Tobacco Products or Alcohol 229,306   227,681   7,375   6,274   221,931   221,407   27,626   26,164   194,306   195,242   
ILLICIT DRUGS 138,027   138,543   6,090   5,229   131,937   133,314   18,832   17,879   113,104   115,435   
TOBACCO PRODUCTS OR NICOTINE 
   VAPING --   164,014   --   4,214   --   159,800   --   16,857   --   142,944   
     Tobacco Products 167,786   160,117   3,177   2,312   164,609   157,805   17,776   15,413   146,833   142,392   
     Nicotine Vaping --   34,498   --   3,156   --   31,342   --   8,965   --   22,377   
ALCOHOL 220,958   220,231   6,641   5,702   214,317   214,528   26,622   25,246   187,695   189,283   
OTHER SUBSTANCES            
     GHB 1,326   1,325   12   10   1,314   1,315   113   100   1,201   1,216   
     Nonprescription Cough or Cold Medicine 11,344   10,883   608   509   10,736   10,374   1,780   1,445   8,955   8,929   
     Kratom1 3,935   4,879   101   79   3,834   4,800   855   808   2,980   3,992   
     Synthetic Marijuana (Fake Weed, K2,  
        Spice) --   7,163   --   304   --   6,858   --   1,263   --   5,595   
     Synthetic Stimulants (“Bath Salts,”  
        Flakka) --   811   --   13   --   798   --   78   --   720   

* = low precision; -- = not available; da = does not apply; nc = not comparable due to methodological changes; nr = not reported due to measurement issues. 
NOTE: Estimates in the 2020 column are italicized to indicate caution should be used when comparing estimates between 2020 and prior years because of methodological changes for 2020. Due to 

these changes, significance testing between 2020 and prior years was not performed. See the 2020 National Survey on Drug Use and Health: Methodological Summary and Definitions for 
details. 

1 Some 2019 kratom estimates may differ from previously published estimates due to updates. See Chapter 3 of the 2020 National Survey on Drug Use and Health: Methodological Summary and 
Definitions for details. 

Definitions:  Measures and terms are defined in Appendix A. 
Source:  SAMHSA, Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2019 and Quarters 1 and 4, 2020. 
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Table 6.17B Illicit Drug Use, Tobacco Product Use, Nicotine Vaping, Alcohol Use, and Other Substance Use in Lifetime: Among People Aged 12 or 
Older; by Age Group, Percentages, 2019 and 2020 

Substance 
Aged 12+ 

(2019) 
Aged 12+ 

(2020) 
Aged 12-17 

(2019) 
Aged 12-17 

(2020) 
Aged 18+ 

(2019) 
Aged 18+ 

(2020) 
Aged 18-25 

(2019) 
Aged 18-25 

(2020) 
Aged 26+ 

(2019) 
Aged 26+ 

(2020) 
GENERAL SUBSTANCES            
     Illicit Drugs, Tobacco Products, or 
        Alcohol 84.7   83.6   37.3   32.2   89.4   88.7   83.8   80.4   90.3   90.0   
     Illicit Drugs or Alcohol 82.4   81.6   35.7   30.9   87.1   86.6   81.7   78.7   87.9   87.9   
     Tobacco Products or Alcohol 83.3   82.2   29.6   25.1   88.7   87.9   81.9   78.1   89.7   89.4   
ILLICIT DRUGS 50.2   50.0   24.5   20.9   52.7   52.9   55.8   53.4   52.2   52.8   
TOBACCO PRODUCTS OR NICOTINE 
   VAPING --   59.2   --   16.9   --   63.4   --   50.3   --   65.4   
     Tobacco Products 61.0   57.8   12.8   9.3   65.8   62.6   52.7   46.0   67.8   65.2   
     Nicotine Vaping --   12.5   --   12.6   --   12.4   --   26.8   --   10.2   
ALCOHOL 80.3   79.5   26.7   22.8   85.6   85.2   78.9   75.4   86.7   86.7   
OTHER SUBSTANCES            
     GHB 0.5   0.5   0.0   0.0   0.5   0.5   0.3   0.3   0.6   0.6   
     Nonprescription Cough or Cold Medicine 4.1   3.9   2.4   2.0   4.3   4.1   5.3   4.3   4.1   4.1   
     Kratom1 1.4   1.8   0.4   0.3   1.5   1.9   2.5   2.4   1.4   1.8   
     Synthetic Marijuana (Fake Weed, K2,  
        Spice) --   2.6   --   1.2   --   2.7   --   3.8   --   2.6   
     Synthetic Stimulants (“Bath Salts,”  
        Flakka) --   0.3   --   0.1   --   0.3   --   0.2   --   0.3   

* = low precision; -- = not available; da = does not apply; nc = not comparable due to methodological changes; nr = not reported due to measurement issues. 
NOTE: Estimates in the 2020 column are italicized to indicate caution should be used when comparing estimates between 2020 and prior years because of methodological changes for 2020. Due to 

these changes, significance testing between 2020 and prior years was not performed. See the 2020 National Survey on Drug Use and Health: Methodological Summary and Definitions for 
details. 

1 Some 2019 kratom estimates may differ from previously published estimates due to updates. See Chapter 3 of the 2020 National Survey on Drug Use and Health: Methodological Summary and 
Definitions for details. 

Definitions:  Measures and terms are defined in Appendix A. 
Source:  SAMHSA, Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2019 and Quarters 1 and 4, 2020. 
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Table 6.18A Illicit Drug Use, Tobacco Product Use, Nicotine Vaping, Alcohol Use, and Other Substance Use in Past Year: Among People Aged 12 or 
Older; by Age Group, Numbers in Thousands, 2019 and 2020 

Substance 
Aged 12+ 

(2019) 
Aged 12+ 

(2020) 
Aged 12-17 

(2019) 
Aged 12-17 

(2020) 
Aged 18+ 

(2019) 
Aged 18+ 

(2020) 
Aged 18-25 

(2019) 
Aged 18-25 

(2020) 
Aged 26+ 

(2019) 
Aged 26+ 

(2020) 
GENERAL SUBSTANCES            
     Illicit Drugs, Tobacco Products, or 
        Alcohol1 197,541   194,674   7,119   5,908   190,422   188,766   26,287   24,790   164,135   163,976   
     Illicit Drugs or Alcohol 187,022   185,922   6,826   5,726   180,196   180,196   25,368   24,203   154,828   155,993   
     Tobacco Products or Alcohol1 193,278   189,929   5,832   4,935   187,446   184,994   25,614   24,195   161,832   160,799   
ILLICIT DRUGS 57,203   59,277   4,279   3,436   52,924   55,841   13,193   12,398   39,731   43,443   
TOBACCO PRODUCTS OR NICOTINE 
   VAPING1 --   70,779   --   3,002   --   67,777   --   11,764   --   56,013   
     Tobacco Products1 71,977   64,415   2,072   1,406   69,905   63,009   11,874   9,638   58,032   53,371   
     Nicotine Vaping --   17,908   --   2,367   --   15,541   --   6,047   --   9,494   
ALCOHOL 179,144   177,718   5,274   4,633   173,870   173,084   24,279   23,286   149,591   149,799   
OTHER SUBSTANCES            
     GHB 185   183   5   *   180   182   40   24   139   158   
     Nonprescription Cough or Cold Medicine 2,042   2,368   231   223   1,812   2,145   350   389   1,461   1,757   
     Kratom2 1,997   2,101   59   48   1,938   2,052   447   286   1,491   1,766   
     Synthetic Marijuana (Fake Weed, K2,  
        Spice) --   1,066   --   207   --   859   --   313   --   546   
     Synthetic Stimulants (“Bath Salts,”  
        Flakka) --   118   --   10   --   108   --   33   --   75   

* = low precision; -- = not available; da = does not apply; nc = not comparable due to methodological changes; nr = not reported due to measurement issues. 
NOTE: Estimates in the 2020 column are italicized to indicate caution should be used when comparing estimates between 2020 and prior years because of methodological changes for 2020. Due to 

these changes, significance testing between 2020 and prior years was not performed. See the 2020 National Survey on Drug Use and Health: Methodological Summary and Definitions for 
details. 

1 Information about past year use of pipe tobacco was not collected. The estimate for tobacco product use (as well as the estimate for tobacco product use or nicotine vaping) in the past year excludes 
past year pipe tobacco use, but includes past month pipe tobacco use. 

2 Some 2019 kratom estimates may differ from previously published estimates due to updates. See Chapter 3 of the 2020 National Survey on Drug Use and Health: Methodological Summary and 
Definitions for details. 

Definitions:  Measures and terms are defined in Appendix A. 
Source:  SAMHSA, Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2019 and Quarters 1 and 4, 2020. 
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Table 6.18B Illicit Drug Use, Tobacco Product Use, Nicotine Vaping, Alcohol Use, and Other Substance Use in Past Year: Among People Aged 12 or 
Older; by Age Group, Percentages, 2019 and 2020 

Substance 
Aged 12+ 

(2019) 
Aged 12+ 

(2020) 
Aged 12-17 

(2019) 
Aged 12-17 

(2020) 
Aged 18+ 

(2019) 
Aged 18+ 

(2020) 
Aged 18-25 

(2019) 
Aged 18-25 

(2020) 
Aged 26+ 

(2019) 
Aged 26+ 

(2020) 
GENERAL SUBSTANCES            
     Illicit Drugs, Tobacco Products, or 
        Alcohol1 71.8   70.3   28.6   23.6   76.1   74.9   77.9   74.0   75.8   75.1   
     Illicit Drugs or Alcohol 68.0   67.1   27.4   22.9   72.0   71.5   75.2   72.3   71.5   71.4   
     Tobacco Products or Alcohol1 70.2   68.6   23.4   19.8   74.9   73.4   75.9   72.2   74.7   73.6   
ILLICIT DRUGS 20.8   21.4   17.2   13.8   21.1   22.2   39.1   37.0   18.3   19.9   
TOBACCO PRODUCTS OR NICOTINE 
   VAPING1 --   25.6   --   12.0   --   26.9   --   35.1   --   25.6   
     Tobacco Products1 26.2   23.3   8.3   5.6   27.9   25.0   35.2   28.8   26.8   24.4   
     Nicotine Vaping --   6.5   --   9.5   --   6.2   --   18.1   --   4.3   
ALCOHOL 65.1   64.2   21.2   18.5   69.5   68.7   72.0   69.5   69.1   68.6   
OTHER SUBSTANCES            
     GHB 0.1   0.1   0.0   *   0.1   0.1   0.1   0.1   0.1   0.1   
     Nonprescription Cough or Cold Medicine 0.7   0.9   0.9   0.9   0.7   0.9   1.0   1.2   0.7   0.8   
     Kratom2 0.7   0.8   0.2   0.2   0.8   0.8   1.3   0.9   0.7   0.8   
     Synthetic Marijuana (Fake Weed, K2,  
        Spice) --   0.4   --   0.8   --   0.3   --   0.9   --   0.3   
     Synthetic Stimulants (“Bath Salts,”  
        Flakka) --   0.0   --   0.0   --   0.0   --   0.1   --   0.0   

* = low precision; -- = not available; da = does not apply; nc = not comparable due to methodological changes; nr = not reported due to measurement issues. 
NOTE: Estimates in the 2020 column are italicized to indicate caution should be used when comparing estimates between 2020 and prior years because of methodological changes for 2020. Due to 

these changes, significance testing between 2020 and prior years was not performed. See the 2020 National Survey on Drug Use and Health: Methodological Summary and Definitions for 
details. 

1 Information about past year use of pipe tobacco was not collected. The estimate for tobacco product use (as well as the estimate for tobacco product use or nicotine vaping) in the past year excludes 
past year pipe tobacco use, but includes past month pipe tobacco use. 

2 Some 2019 kratom estimates may differ from previously published estimates due to updates. See Chapter 3 of the 2020 National Survey on Drug Use and Health: Methodological Summary and 
Definitions for details. 

Definitions:  Measures and terms are defined in Appendix A. 
Source:  SAMHSA, Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2019 and Quarters 1 and 4, 2020. 
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Table 6.19A Illicit Drug Use, Tobacco Product Use, Nicotine Vaping, Alcohol Use, and Other Substance Use in Past Month: Among People Aged 12 or 
Older; by Age Group, Numbers in Thousands, 2019 and 2020 

Substance 
Aged 12+ 

(2019) 
Aged 12+ 

(2020) 
Aged 12-17 

(2019) 
Aged 12-17 

(2020) 
Aged 18+ 

(2019) 
Aged 18+ 

(2020) 
Aged 18-25 

(2019) 
Aged 18-25 

(2020) 
Aged 26+ 

(2019) 
Aged 26+ 

(2020) 
GENERAL SUBSTANCES            
     Illicit Drugs, Tobacco Products, or 
        Alcohol 165,344   162,517   3,739   3,053   161,605   159,464   21,593   20,003   140,012   139,461   
     Illicit Drugs or Alcohol 149,061   148,467   3,502   2,874   145,559   145,593   20,169   19,047   125,391   126,546   
     Tobacco Products or Alcohol 160,450   157,681   2,794   2,351   157,655   155,330   20,505   18,958   137,151   136,372   
ILLICIT DRUGS 35,803   37,309   2,167   1,679   33,636   35,630   8,406   8,016   25,231   27,614   
TOBACCO PRODUCTS OR NICOTINE 
   VAPING --   57,277   --   1,620   --   55,657   --   8,424   --   47,233   
     Tobacco Products 58,074   51,694   947   598   57,127   51,096   8,203   6,434   48,924   44,662   
     Nicotine Vaping --   10,442   --   1,277   --   9,165   --   3,923   --   5,243   
ALCOHOL 139,727   138,522   2,346   2,061   137,381   136,461   18,323   17,260   119,058   119,201   
OTHER SUBSTANCES            
     GHB 73   68   4   *   69   68   16   *   53   67   
     Nonprescription Cough or Cold Medicine 778   766   44   23   734   743   134   112   600   631   
     Kratom1 869   1,008   26   36   843   972   171   82   672   890   
     Synthetic Marijuana (Fake Weed, K2,  
        Spice) --   468   --   123   --   345   --   171   --   174   
     Synthetic Stimulants (“Bath Salts,”  
        Flakka) --   51   --   8   --   43   --   11   --   31   

* = low precision; -- = not available; da = does not apply; nc = not comparable due to methodological changes; nr = not reported due to measurement issues. 
NOTE: Estimates in the 2020 column are italicized to indicate caution should be used when comparing estimates between 2020 and prior years because of methodological changes for 2020. Due to 

these changes, significance testing between 2020 and prior years was not performed. See the 2020 National Survey on Drug Use and Health: Methodological Summary and Definitions for 
details. 

1 Some 2019 kratom estimates may differ from previously published estimates due to updates. See Chapter 3 of the 2020 National Survey on Drug Use and Health: Methodological Summary and 
Definitions for details. 

Definitions:  Measures and terms are defined in Appendix A. 
Source:  SAMHSA, Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2019 and Quarters 1 and 4, 2020. 
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Table 6.19B Illicit Drug Use, Tobacco Product Use, Nicotine Vaping, Alcohol Use, and Other Substance Use in Past Month: Among People Aged 12 or 
Older; by Age Group, Percentages, 2019 and 2020 

Substance 
Aged 12+ 

(2019) 
Aged 12+ 

(2020) 
Aged 12-17 

(2019) 
Aged 12-17 

(2020) 
Aged 18+ 

(2019) 
Aged 18+ 

(2020) 
Aged 18-25 

(2019) 
Aged 18-25 

(2020) 
Aged 26+ 

(2019) 
Aged 26+ 

(2020) 
GENERAL SUBSTANCES            
     Illicit Drugs, Tobacco Products, or 
        Alcohol 60.1   58.7   15.0   12.2   64.6   63.3   64.0   59.7   64.6   63.8   
     Illicit Drugs or Alcohol 54.2   53.6   14.1   11.5   58.2   57.8   59.8   56.9   57.9   57.9   
     Tobacco Products or Alcohol 58.3   56.9   11.2   9.4   63.0   61.7   60.8   56.6   63.3   62.4   
ILLICIT DRUGS 13.0   13.5   8.7   6.7   13.4   14.1   24.9   23.9   11.6   12.6   
TOBACCO PRODUCTS OR NICOTINE 
   VAPING --   20.7   --   6.5   --   22.1   --   25.1   --   21.6   
     Tobacco Products 21.1   18.7   3.8   2.4   22.8   20.3   24.3   19.2   22.6   20.4   
     Nicotine Vaping --   3.8   --   5.1   --   3.6   --   11.7   --   2.4   
ALCOHOL 50.8   50.0   9.4   8.2   54.9   54.2   54.3   51.5   55.0   54.6   
OTHER SUBSTANCES            
     GHB 0.0   0.0   0.0   *   0.0   0.0   0.0   *   0.0   0.0   
     Nonprescription Cough or Cold Medicine 0.3   0.3   0.2   0.1   0.3   0.3   0.4   0.3   0.3   0.3   
     Kratom1 0.3   0.4   0.1   0.1   0.3   0.4   0.5   0.2   0.3   0.4   
     Synthetic Marijuana (Fake Weed, K2,  
        Spice) --   0.2   --   0.5   --   0.1   --   0.5   --   0.1   
     Synthetic Stimulants (“Bath Salts,”  
        Flakka) --   0.0   --   0.0   --   0.0   --   0.0   --   0.0   

* = low precision; -- = not available; da = does not apply; nc = not comparable due to methodological changes; nr = not reported due to measurement issues. 
NOTE: Estimates in the 2020 column are italicized to indicate caution should be used when comparing estimates between 2020 and prior years because of methodological changes for 2020. Due to 

these changes, significance testing between 2020 and prior years was not performed. See the 2020 National Survey on Drug Use and Health: Methodological Summary and Definitions for 
details. 

1 Some 2019 kratom estimates may differ from previously published estimates due to updates. See Chapter 3 of the 2020 National Survey on Drug Use and Health: Methodological Summary and 
Definitions for details. 

Definitions:  Measures and terms are defined in Appendix A. 
Source:  SAMHSA, Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2019 and Quarters 1 and 4, 2020.  


