
 

 

Gathering of Native Americans/Gathering of 
Alaska Natives Marketing Toolkit 
Introduction to Gathering of Native Americans/Gathering of Alaska 
Natives 

Gathering of Native Americans (GONA) and Gathering of Alaska Natives (GOAN) events provide 
a safe environment that nurtures and validates the healing process and allows participants to 
“break the silence.” Through the four GONA/GOAN pillars, Belonging, Mastery, 
Interdependence, and Generosity, the event offers a safe space for empowerment and 
community development. GONA/GOANs provide opportunities for communities to review 
historical traumas and their impact on the community. Protective factors are reinforced 
through the community’s utilization of culture as prevention. 

Importance of Marketing 

Marketing is essential for raising awareness of your event. The more marketing you conduct, 
the greater the potential for increased participation. Each GONA/GOAN’s marketing is tailored 
to the specific community. This toolkit is designed to provide you with the resources needed to 
effectively spread the message. 

Included in This Toolkit: 

• Media List Template 

• Event Announcement Template Posters 

• Event Reminder Template Posters 

• Attendee Invite Email Template 

• Social Media Post Template 

• Presenters Invite Email Template 

• Radio Ad Templates 

How to Use This Toolkit 

1. Download the Templates: Use the editable files provided for flyers, posters, social 
media posts, etc.  

2. Edit for Your Event: Add your event’s date, location, and other details where indicated. 

3. Distribute: Print or share the digital materials with your community through email or 
social media. 



www.samhsa.gov   |   1-877-SAMHSA-7 (1-877-726-4727)  

 

2 

 

GONA/GOAN Timeline 

The timeline for GONA/GOAN planning is preferably 4–6 months and has three phases: 
identification, preparation, and confirmation. In each phase, all aspects of the events logistics 
are considered, including the delivery of the GONA/GOAN and the community engagement 
(See Figure 1 for the GONA/GOAN phases). This toolkit will primarily be used in the 
‘preparation’ phase, as this is when marketing should begin.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Identification 

• Identify possible 
dates, platform, and 
focus audience 

• Discuss time frame 
and number of 
sessions/ days 

• Identify GONA/GOAN 
facilitators 

• Overview logistics 

Preparation 

• Confirm facilitators 

• Narrow down dates 
and number of 
sessions 

• Start Marketing and 
Communication 
Campaign 

• Identify GONA/GOAN 
helpers 

• Draft agenda and 
logistics 

Confirmation 

• Confirm logistics 

• Confirm GONA/GOAN 
support 

• Schedule dry runs 

• Schedule on-site 
preparation 

Figure 1 
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Marketing Best Practices 

During the preparation phase of the planning process, you should actively begin marketing the 
GONA/GOAN. The marketing of your event can occur in many forms but should typically follow 
these steps: 

• Identify your GONA/GOAN audience. When identifying your GONA/GOAN audience, it 
is essential to consider whether the event will be community-wide or youth-focused. 
What schools do youth attend that you can market to? Will multiple communities be 
attending?  

Start by reviewing past community events and examining the turnout. When reviewing 
the attendees, you can begin by noticing demographic gaps. For example, if you noticed 
limited attendance from 12–18-year-olds, you could partner with a local school 
newspaper and have marketing material distributed at the school or on the school’s 
social media. Social media, in particular, is an invaluable marketing tool for reaching 
youth. 

• Determine how you will share your message. When selecting your marketing mediums, 
it is important to consider the following: Will you use your organizations or community’s 
social media accounts? Will you share flyers? Will you send emails?  

• Start sharing your marketing materials. Begin early! Once you have determined the 
“who” and “how” of your marketing, you can start sharing your materials. It is crucial to 
begin as soon as possible. The earlier you inform your audience, the better chance they 
will have to plan on attending. This is where your media list (See Table 1) will be used.  

Media Lists 

Media lists help organize all stakeholders involved with the event. This could be staff, 
community members, or partnered organizations. Media lists are important, as they keep all 
the infromation in a centralized location that could be used for GONA/GOANs down the road. 
Typical information assets that are included in these lists are names, emails, and phone 
numbers. Additionally, media lists could be used to organize potential media partners that 
could co-promote your event. This could include a local newspaper, radio station, schools, or 
local social media accounts (see Table 1 for a sample media list and Attachment A for the Media 
List Template). 
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Table 1. Media List Sample 

Affiliation (Community Member, 
Staff, Partnered Organization, 

Co-Promoter) 
Name Email Phone Number 

Community Member Jane Doe JaneDoe@gmail.com (123) 456-6789 

Staff Jane Doe JaneDoe@gmail.com (123) 456-6789 

Staff Jane Doe JaneDoe@gmail.com (123) 456-6789 

Templates 
This toolkit includes a variety of templates. There are many poster templates that can be used 
for announcing or reminding people of your event. Additionally, several communication 
templates are available for your marketing campaign, including an invite email, presenter invite 
email, social media announcement language, and social media reminder language. 

Please note that in all templates provided by this toolkit, any information placed within angle 
brackets, “<>”, needs to be edited to best fit your event. 

Event Announcement Poster Templates 

Use the Event Announcement Poster templates to spread the word about the event (see 
Attachment B and Attachment C).  

Social Media Event Announcement Poster Templates 

Download the Social Media Event Announcement Posters to create engaging social media posts 
(see Attachment D, Attachment E, and Attachment G).  

Social Media Event Reminder Template 

Download the Event Reminder Poster Template to emphasize the event's upcoming date and 
time (see Attachment F) 

GONA/GOAN Marketing Flyer, Agenda, and Media Release Template 

This template helps outline essential event details, such timeline and logistics (see Attachment 
H for the marketing flyer, agenda, and media release template). 

http://www.samhsa.gov/
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Save the Date Email Template 

Sending a “Save the Date” email is an excellent first step to getting the word out. Example of 
email template language can be found below. 

 

 

 

Subject: Invitation to Attend our <Gathering of Native Americans or Gathering of Alaska 
Natives> 

Hello, everyone! 

We are pleased to announce the highly anticipated <Gathering of Native Americans or 
Gathering of Alaska Natives> on < Month Day, Year>! 

This is more than just an event—it's a powerful opportunity to unite, share, heal, and 
create real change together. You are the solution! This gathering is a safe and welcoming 
space for our voices to be heard, our stories to be shared, and our collective strength to 
ignite action. Whether it's through deep conversations, healing circles, or collaborative 
planning, we are building a brighter future—together. 

Let’s come together to inspire, empower, and chart the course for positive change! 

Mark your calendar and get ready to be a part of something truly transformative.  

We can't wait to see you there! 

<Insert Salutation>, 
<Your Name> 
<Your Title> 
<Organization> 
<Contact Information> 
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Presenter Invite Email Template 

Having presenters at you GONA or GOAN and provide an excellent form of community 
engagement. See below for example email template language that you can send to prospective 
presenters.  

 

 

 

Subject: Invitation to Present at our <Gathering of Native Americans or Gathering of 
Alaska Natives> 

Dear <Name>, 
 
I hope this message finds you well. We are pleased to invite you to present at the 
upcoming <Gathering of Native Americans or Gathering of Alaska Natives> on < Month 
Day, Year>. This event offers a unique opportunity to engage with our community and 
contribute to meaningful discussions and actions that will shape our community’s future. 
 
Your knowledge would be invaluable, and we believe your presence would 
greatly enhance the experience for all involved. 

If you are interested in joining us as a presenter, please let us know at your earliest 
convenience. We would be honored to have you participate. 

Thank you for considering this invitation, and we look forward to the possibility of 
collaborating with you. 

<Insert Salutation>, 
<Your Name> 
<Your Title> 
<Organization> 
<Contact Information> 
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Social Media Announcement Language Sample 

See below for example language that you can adapt and personalize to align with the specifics 
of your event. 

Social Media Reminder Language Template 

See below for example language that you can use for reminding your audience about the 
GONA/GOAN. Feel free to customize the content below to suit your specific reminder needs. 

 
Radio Ad Templates 

See below for the radio ad templates. This template is a script that can be used during a radio 
broadcast to promote the GONA/GOAN.  

Sample 30-Second Radio Ad 

(Sound effects: Native drum, flute and/or heartbeat sound) 
 
As part of a local effort, the <Tribe/Native Village> and <other hosting organization(s), the 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration’s Tribal Training and Technical 
Assistance Center> are hosting a <GONA or GOAN> event. 
 

     Exciting News!      

Join us for the <Gathering of Native Americans or Gathering of Alaska Natives> on <Day, 
Month, Year>! This is your chance to unite, share, heal, and create change together. You 

are the solution!      

Mark your calendar—let’s build a brighter future, together. We can’t wait to see you 
there!  

 

         Reminder!           

The <Gathering of Native Americans or Gathering of Alaska Natives> is happening soon—
<Day, Month, Year>! Don’t miss this powerful opportunity to unite, share, and create 

change together. You are the solution!       

Mark your calendar and get ready to make an impact. See you there!        

 

http://www.samhsa.gov/
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The goal of the event is to provide an opportunity for community building to enhance the 
community’s prevention efforts, address and prevent mental and substance use disorders and 
suicide, and promote mental health. 
 
The event will take place at <place> from <time> to <time> on <dates>. 
 
All members of the community who care about the future of our youth are urged to attend.  
 
Thank you! 

Sample 60-Second Radio Ad 

(Sound effects: Native drum, flute and/or sound of a heartbeat) 
 
Mental and substance use disorders and suicide amongst our youth are becoming all too 
common of an occurrence in our community. 
 
As part of a local effort, the <Tribe/Native Village> and <other hosting organization(s), the 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration’s Tribal Training and Technical 
Assistance Center> are hosting an important <GONA or GOAN> event. The event provides a 
safe place to share, heal, and plan for action. 
 
Involvement of tribal youth, elders, and concerned community members is essential to address 
the issues that concern us the most. Your input and participation are needed. Please attend the 
<# of days>-day event to be held at <place> from <time> to <time> on <dates>. Refreshments 
and door prizes will be provided. 
 
Show you care about the future of our community’s youth; please attend. 
 
(Sound effects: Native drum, flute and/or heartbeat) 

References 
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<Month, Dates, Year>

To strengthen our community

You are the Solution



<GONA or GOAN> is a safe place to share, heal, and plan for action.



Event Schedule

<Community Name>

<Street Name, City, State, Zipcode>



Free to attend,* and prizes!**

*Parent must be present | **Must be present to win



<Limited Transportation is Available>

----------------------------------------------

RSVP Today

<555-555-5555>

<email.address@email.com>

----------------------------------------------

Post positive pictures and stories using:

#<GONA or GOAN> < 2025>

Hosted by: <Insert name>



















<Day, Month, Year>

9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Welcome, blessing, followed by inspiring stories, and activities

Break at Noon
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9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Welcome, blessing, followed by inspiring stories, and activities

Break at Noon
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GATHERING OF

<AN or NA>

<Day Month, Year>

<XX:XX AM – XX:XX PM>

<Location Name>

<123 Anywhere St., AnyCity>

Information

Free to Attend

Prizes

RSVP TODAY

<555-555-5555>

<EMAIL.ADDRESS@EMAIL.COM>















Instructions for Customizing

Any text in <angle brackets> should be edited to fit your event. For example, change <AN or NA> to "Native Americans" or "Alaska Natives," depending on whether your event is a GONA or GOAN.

Place your logo in the bottom-left corner, where "Place Logo Here" is located.

To insert an image, right-click on the white box and select "Change Picture."

<Place Logo Here>
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JOIN US AT OUR

<Gathering of Native Americans or Gathering of Alaska Natives>

YOU ARE THE SOLUTION!

<GONA or GOAN> is a safe space to share, heal, and plan for action. This event is free, and all are welcome to join, share experiences, and connect with one another.

<Month Day–Day, Year>

At <Venue>

<123 Anywhere St., Any City, ST 12345>





Instructions for Customizing

Any text in <angle brackets> should be edited to fit your event. For example, change <GONA or GOAN> to “Gathering of Native Americans" or “Gathering of Alaska Natives," depending on whether your event is a GONA or GOAN.

Place your logo in the bottom-right corner, where "Place Logo Here" is located.

To insert an image, right-click on the white box and select "Change Picture."

<Place Logo Here>
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To strengthen our community

You are the Solution
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9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Welcome, blessing, followed by inspiring stories and activities.
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<XX:00–XX:00>   

See You Soon!

<GONA or GOAN>

Schedule

<Place Logo Here>

Instructions for Customizing

Any text in <angle brackets> should be edited to fit your event. For example, change <GONA or GOAN> to “Gathering of Native Americans" or “Gathering of Alaska Natives," depending on whether your event is a GONA or GOAN.

Place your logo in the bottom-left corner, where "Place Logo Here" is located.





See You Soon!

<GONA or GOAN>

Schedule

Day

1

Day

3

Day
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Day 1    

Day 3   
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<XX:00–XX:00>    

<XX:00–XX:00>    

Day

4

Day 4   

<XX:00–XX:00>    

<Month, Year>

<Place Logo Here>

Instructions for Customizing

Any text in <angle brackets> should be edited to fit your event. For example, change <GONA or GOAN> to “Gathering of Native Americans" or “Gathering of Alaska Natives," depending on whether your event is a GONA or GOAN.

Place your logo in the bottom-left corner, where "Place Logo Here" is located.
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To strengthen our community

You are the Solution



<Community Name>

<Street Name, City, State, Zipcode>



Free to attend,* and prizes!**

*Parent must be present | **Must be present to win



<Limited Transportation is Available>

----------------------------------------------

RSVP Today

<555-555-5555>

<email.address@email.com>

----------------------------------------------

Post positive pictures and stories using:

#<GONA or GOAN> <2025>

Hosted by: <Insert Name>







<GOAN or GONA> is a safe place to share, heal,

 and plan for action.
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<GONA or GOAN> is a safe place to share, heal, and plan for action.
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Day, Month, Year

9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Welcome, blessing, followed by inspiring stories, and activities
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<Street Name, City, State, Zipcode>



Free to attend,* and prizes!**

*Parent must be present | **Must be present to win



<Limited Transportation is Available>
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RSVP Today
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----------------------------------------------

Post positive pictures and stories using:
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Hosted by: <Insert name>
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<Community Name>

Agenda

<Gathering of Native Americans or Gathering of Alaskan Natives>

<Dates>



GONA Objectives:

Inspires youth to have a sense of purpose in their community by giving them a sense of belonging and interdependence.

Provide fun, interactive cultural activities for youth, elders, and younger kids that will engage the community in cultural wellness. 

Present an organized, safe, sober and inviting environment that incorporates GONA themes.



		Day 1

		Day, Date



		8:00 a.m-9:00 a.m.

		Opening



		

		



		

		





		Day 2

		Day, Date



		8:00 a.m-9:00 a.m.

		Opening



		

		



		

		





		Day 3

		Day, Date



		8:00 a.m-9:00 a.m.

		Opening



		

		



		

		





		Day 4

		Day, Date



		8:00 a.m-9:00 a.m.

		Opening



		

		



		

		













Media Release Form

<insert community/organization name here> would like the option to use photographs and audio/video footage taken during the <GONA/GOAN>. Audiences may include, but are not limited to, <locations/local resources where the images or videos may appear>. Images of participants may be included in any of the following formats: PowerPoint/slideshow presentations, reports, brochures, informational materials, website, e-newsletters, digital stories, and/or film presentations.

PARTICIPATION AND CONSENT: <insert community/organization name here> requests your permission to use photographs, likenesses, artwork, profiles, and/or stories in all forms of media and all manners, including publications, web pages, videos, and other promotional material. Please read the following statements and sign this form if you agree.

I have read the above information and give my consent to <insert community/ organization name here>  to use my likeness and/or voice by photograph, film, video, or audio recordings and to use, reproduce, prepare derivative works, distribute copies to the public and broadcast publicly and display publicly the resulting work in any medium. I release <insert community/organization name here>  from any liability resulting therefrom, as long as the work is used in a legitimate manner that is not intended to cause harm or embarrassment.  

I have read and understood this entire document, and I have willingly agreed to the above conditions.

AUTHORIZATION: I am over the age of 18. I have read the above statement and fully understand the contents of this photo, video, and audio permission form. In the case of a minor, I can attest that I have every right to sign this authorization form for the minor child, ____________________________________________ (print child’s name), in the above regard.

Name: ________________________________________________________________

Email Address: _______________________________________________        _______

Signature: _________________________________________________________ ____

Date: ____________________________________
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