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Media Templates
Sample Live-read Radio Scripts

:30 live-read radio script

We all have the power to prevent substance abuse and mental disorders in [INSERT COMMUNITY]—whether by supporting someone who’s going through a difficult time, or instilling healthy habits in our children from an early age. Join others in [INSERT COMMUNITY] by making healthy choices during National Prevention Week on [DATE]. Visit [RADIO STATION NAME]’s website at [WEBSITE ADDRESS] to learn more. Sponsored by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration and [INSERT ORGANIZATION].

:20 live-read radio script

Did you know that May 17th to the 23rd is National Prevention Week? When you live a healthy lifestyle, you can help others do the same. Visit [RADIO STATION NAME]’s website at [WEBSITE ADDRESS] to learn more. Sponsored by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration and [INSERT ORGANIZATION].

:15 live-read radio script

National Prevention Week is May 17th to the 23rd. Join activities in [INSERT COMMUNITY] that help change lives by visiting www.samhsa.gov. Sponsored by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration and [INSERT ORGANIZATION].

:10 live-read radio script

National Prevention Week is May 17th to the 23rd, sponsored by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration and [INSERT ORGANIZATION]. Learn more at www.samhsa.gov.

:10 live-read radio script (to use during the week of NPW)

Don’t forget, this week is National Prevention Week. Live healthy and help others do the same. Learn more at www.samhsa.gov.

Sample Op-ed
Word count: [INSERT FINAL WORD COUNT OF OP-ED TEXT, e.g., 521]
It’s Up to All of Us to Prevent Underage Drinking in [INSERT COMMUNITY]

In 2013, nearly a quarter of people aged 12 to 20 (8.7 million, or 22.7 percent of this age group) reported drinking alcohol in the past month.
 The consequences of underage drinking can be calamitous; each year, more than 4,300 people under age 21 die from homicides, suicides, car crashes, and drowning related to drinking alcohol.

Media campaigns are one effective way of counteracting advertising and messages in entertainment media that glorify underage drinking. However, kids also deserve to hear positive messages from people they know and who care about them. Talking to youth about substance use and abuse and being involved in their lives can make a difference. For example, the frequency of binge drinking, illicit drug use, and cigarette smoking is lower among youth aged 12-17 whose parents always or sometimes engage in monitoring behaviors, like helping with homework, compared to youth whose parents seldom or never engage in such behaviors.

The words and actions of one person can make a positive difference in the lives of others. Every day, parents, caregivers, educators, and community leaders in [INSERT COMMUNITY] can make a difference by having conversations with youth about substance use and by modeling healthy choices and behaviors. [INSERT LOCAL STATISTIC, E.G., NUMBER OF LOCAL YOUTH DRINKING UNDERAGE AND/OR ADMITTED TO TREATMENT FACILITIES, NUMBER OF INJURIES/DEATHS RESULTING FROM UNDERAGE DRUNK DRIVING ACCIDENTS].
As individuals and as a community, we can help prevent underage drinking by being involved in young people’s lives; identifying resources, support systems, and alternatives for youth in the community; and raising awareness about the importance of prevention.

On [INSERT DATE], [INSERT ORGANIZATION] will host a health fair at [INSERT LOCATION] at [INSERT TIME] as part of National Prevention Week—a national observance sponsored by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA). The health fair will embrace the National Prevention Week 2015 theme, The Voice of One, the Power of All. This event will bring teens and their caregivers together along with [COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP, EDUCATORS, HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS, SUBSTANCE ABUSE PREVENTION AND TREATMENT SPECIALISTS, REPRESENTATIVES FROM LOCAL RECREATIONAL CENTERS, INTRAMURAL SPORTS LEAGUES, YOUTH GROUPS AND FAITH-BASED ORGANIZATIONS]to spark conversation about underage drinking and support healthy decision-making among youth.
This event is a great opportunity for members of [INSERT COMMUNITY] to raise awareness about this important issue, emphasize healthy choices, and encourage each other to make a meaningful difference in our own lives, our children’s lives, and our community.  Each of us has the power to make a difference in reducing underage drinking. Together, we can achieve even more.

***

[INSERT NAME] is the [INSERT TITLE] of the [INSERT ORGANIZATION] in [INSERT CITY/TOWN/COMMUNITY]. He/She can be reached at [INSERT E-MAIL] or [INSERT PHONE NUMBER].

Sample Media Alert


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

[INSERT COMMUNITY] TAKES ACTION TO PREVENT SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND MENTAL DISORDERS WITH [INSERT EVENT]

WHAT: To raise awareness in [INSERT COMMUNITY] that substance abuse is an issue that affects everyone, [INSERT ORGANIZATION] will host [INSERT EVENT]. At the event, [INSERT ONE OR TWO LINES WITH MORE DETAILS ABOUT EVENT].

[INSERT ORGANIZATION] and [INSERT PARTNERS/SPONSORS] have come together to host [INSERT EVENT] as part of National Prevention Week and embrace the national theme, The Voice of One, the Power of All. This health observance recognizes the power each person has to influence the health and well-being of others—whether by supporting someone who’s going through a difficult time, participating in activities that strengthen the community, or instilling healthy habits in children from an early age. By choosing to participate, individuals and communities can help raise awareness of behavioral health issues and change lives.

WHEN: [INSERT DATE AND EXACT TIME OF EVENT]
WHERE: [INSERT LOCATION, INCLUDING EXACT ADDRESS]
WHO: [INSERT LOCAL OFFICIALS, LEADERS, BUSINESS FIGURES, ETC. WHO WILL ATTEND THE EVENT – If this information is not confirmed at time of release, move the last sentence of the preceding paragraph about event partners/sponsors here.]

WHY: Alcohol abuse, illicit drug use, prescription drug abuse, and mental illness are widespread issues that affect individuals, families, and communities:

· Slightly more than half (52.2 percent, or 136.9 million) of Americans aged 12 or older reported being current drinkers of alcohol in 2013.
 
· Just over 60 million Americans, including 5.4 million adolescents, participated in binge drinking at least once in the last 30 days, consuming five or more drinks in one sitting.

· Approximately 24.6 million Americans used illicit drugs in the past month, and 6.5 million Americans used prescription drugs for nonmedical purposes.

· Mental disorders are among the leading causes of disability in the United States;
 in 2012, an estimated one in five (or 43.7 million) people aged 18 or older in the United States had a mental illness in the past year.

· [INSERT RELEVANT AND TIMELY STATISTICS ABOUT YOUR COMMUNITY] 

Efforts that focus on prevention and promote well-being—like [INSERT EVENT]—result in healthier lives for individuals and stronger communities for everyone.

MEDIA CONTACT: [INSERT NAME, ORGANIZATION], [INSERT PHONE NUMBER], [INSERT E-MAIL ADDRESS]

Sample Press Release
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: [INSERT NAME, ORGANIZATION]

Phone: [INSERT NUMBER] E-mail: [INSERT E-MAIL]

[INSERT ORGANIZATION] HOSTING [INSERT EVENT] TO STRENGTHEN COMMUNITY, PREVENT SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND MENTAL DISORDERS

[INSERT ORGANIZATION] will be hosting a [INSERT EVENT] at [INSERT LOCATION] on [INSERT DATE] as part of National Prevention Week, a national health observance sponsored by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA). National Prevention Week is dedicated to increasing public awareness of, and action around, substance abuse and mental health issues. The [INSERT EVENT] will [BRIEFLY DESCRIBE EVENT].

[INSERT ORGANIZATION] recognizes that the words and actions of one person can make a positive difference in the lives of others. To encourage healthy decision-making, [INSERT ORGANIZATION] is partnering with [PARTNER ORGANIZATION(S)] to host [EVENT]. The [EVENT] will reflect the National Prevention Week theme—The Voice of One, the Power of All—and provide members of the community with [DESCRIBE HOW THE EVENT WILL SERVE THE COMMUNITY—EDUCATE, SHOWCASE LOCAL RESOURCES, RAISE AWARENESS, ETC.].

National Prevention Week echoes a key message of the U.S. Surgeon General’s National Prevention Strategy, emphasizing that prevention should be woven into all aspects of our lives—including where and how we live, learn, work, and play—and that everyone has a role in creating a healthier nation. [INSERT ORGANIZATION] is proud to be one of many organizations around the country encouraging people to make a difference in their communities and lives as part of National Prevention Week.

[INSERT INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR ORGANIZATION AND YOUR MISSION, YOUR WORK IN THE COMMUNITY, ETC.—NO LONGER THAN ONE PARAGRAPH].

If you would like more information about [INSERT ORGANIZATION] and the [INSERT EVENT], or to schedule an interview, please contact [INSERT FULL NAME, TITLE] at [INSERT PHONE NUMBER].
###
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